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In Communion with the 


AND HIS TE 
Diſſenting FalExp in the Country. | 


Let not him that eateth, deſpiſe him that eateth not; and let 
not him which eateth not, judge him that eateth——Who|. 
art thou that judgeſt another Man's Servant ? to his nn 
Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth——Let every Man be fully 
perſuaded in his own Mind. Rom. 14. 3, 4, 5+ | 

1 will take no Man's Liberty of Fudgment from him, neither 

ſhall any Man take mine from me. I will think no Man 

the morſe Man, nor the worſe Chriſtian, 1 will love no 

Man the leſs, for differing in Opinion from me. And what 

Meaſure I mete to others, I expect from them again. Chil- 

lingworth's Religion of Proteſtants, Cc. p. 376. | 
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DIALOGUE. &. 


Good Morning to you Neighbour. I rejoice 
to find you in Health, and hope all your Fa- 
il mily are well, 


Non. | bleſs God, Sir, we are all well here; 
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me the Honour to walk in; you may depend 
on a hearty Welcome. 


On. 1 thank you, my Friend, for your Civility; and to tell 
you the Truth, I am come out on purpoſe to have a little of your 
Company. I fear indeed, that Jam too early to be ſeaſonable, 
but my Buſineſs is of conſequence, and I could not be eaſie before 
I had told you what is in my Thoughts. 


Non. When I faw you firſt, I ſuppoſed that ſomething more 
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but you can't imagine how much I am the 
G better for ſeeing you at my Houſe. Pray do 


than ordinary had occaſioned your Morning's Wajk. Be that as : 


it will, your Company can never be unſeaſonable; and therefore 
there's no need of an Apology. But, good Sir, what is it that 
has brought you here ſo early? For J am as impatient to know, 
as you can be to tell me. = 

Con. You may be aſſur d 1 have nothing in View in this Viſit 
but the Good of my Friend ; and yet to be plain, I am not with- 
out Apprehenſions, that what I have to ſay will be diſagreeable 
to you; and it will trouble me not a little, ſhould any Diſcourſe 
of mine diſpleaſe a Perſon I have ſo great a Kindneſs for. 

Non. Pray don't be concern'd on that ſcore ; you oblige me 
beyond meaſure, by giving me a Room in your good Thoughts; and 
ſhould I take any thing amils, mn my Advantage is aimed at, 
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of your Senſe and 2 ſuggeſt the contrary. I was ever a 


FORMITY Med. 


this would be Ingratitude, which I hope, I ſhould bluſh to be 
guilty of, I defire you would ſpeak your Mind with Freedom. 
Con. Preſuming then upon your taking all in good part, I 
will, without farther Ceremony, tell you my Errand. I have 
obſerved for many Months paſt, that you have not been at our 
Pariſh-Church, where for ſeveral Years you gave a conſtant Atten- 
dance. Why you abſented I could not conjecture; neither did 
J underſtand the true Reaſon until Yeſterday ; when one told 
me, to my very great Surprize, that you were grown a Presby- 
terian, and always went to a Conventicle : This I aſſure you has 
troubled me exceedingly. What, will you change your Religion ; 
leave the way into which you were Baptized, and in which you 
were Educated ? Will you prefer a Barn to the Church; turn your 


back upon your own Miniſter, and run after an illiterate Intruder? 


Will you break the Peace of the Church and Nation ; draw 


upon you the Guilt of a damning Schiſm, and cut your ſelf off 


from the Body of Chriſt, and all this for a Humour? Let me 
beg you, for God's fake, to conſider the matter, and to return 
to the Church again. | 

Non. 1 own my ſelf much engag d to you for your kind Con- 
cern. However, I fancy you are a little warm on this Occaſion, 
and diſcover more Heat than there is a Neceſlity for. I know 
the Prejudices of Education are very great ; and that Party Zeal 
is apt to carry a Man beyond Bounds. I have found it by Ex- 
perience, and therefore can make Allowances for the Tranſport | 
2 ſeem to be fallen into. But, if it might not be offenſive, 

would deſire you to ſpeak with Calmneſs and Moderation; 


and I will give you the beſt Satisfaction as to my Conduct that 
I am able, — | 


Con. Satisfaction! this is more than can be expected; for J 
am confident had you conſider d the Caſe ſeriouſſy you would 
never have left our Communion, 5 

Non. Your Thoughts are your own ; and you may reckon me 
raſh, inconſiderate, humorſome, or what you pleaſe ; but | muſt 


tell you, (whether you will credit it or no) what I have done is 
not without the greateſt Deliberation ; as I hope will appear, 


when the Secrets of my Heart, and the Springs of my Actions 
ſhall be made manifeſt ; and I believe I can give you very good 
Reaſons for leaving the Charch of England, and joining with the 
Diſſenters. 

Con, Well, Friend, ſince you are ſo forward with your Rei- 
ſons, pray what have you to ſay for changing your Religion? 1 ſhall 
be glad to hear any thing that looks like a Reaſon for that. 

on. Change of Religion, Six | my Religion is the ſame as for- 
merly ; and it does not a little ſtartle me, to hear a Gentleman 


con- 


Chriſtian and Proteſtant, an 
| tinue 


hope by the Grace of God to 


tinue fo to the end; and you may as well fay, that becauſe you 
wear a Peruke and J none, and your Hat is lac'd-and mine plain, 
therefore we are different Species of Creatures, as that becauſe 
our Sentiments are not in every reſpe& the ſame, therefore we 
are of different Religions. Don't Churchmen and Diſſenters wor- 
ſhip the ſame God, believe in the fame Saviour, look for all 
their Aſſiſtances from the ſame Spirit of Grace; and are they 
not in their Regeneration made Partakers of the fame Divine 
Life ? Don't we take the fame Scriptures to be the Rule of our 
Faith and Practice? Have we not the ſame Happineſs in proſpect? 
Are we not travelling to the ſame heavenly Countrey, in the 
fame way of Holineſs and Obedience? And why ſhould not 
ours be the ſame Religion, tho our Modes of Worthip are not in 
every Particular the fame ? The Kingdom of God is not Meat and 
Drink, but Righteouſneſs, and Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
Rom. 14. 17. 5 

Con. Come, we will for this time let that paſs. If you have 
not chang'd your Religion, you can't deny but you have left the 
way into which you were Bapiized, and which you were brought 
up in from your very Cradle; and what, I wonder, can be ſaid 
for this? f „ 

Non. I believe I was Baptized by a Miniſter of the Church of 
England; but that I was Baptized into that Church, as you would 
* ad I never apprehended. © We are not (ſays a late Pre- 
late *) Baptized imo this or that particular Opinion, nor re- 
& ceived into a particular Church, but into the Belief of the 
* Goſpel, and into the Church of God in general. Which I 
take to be a ſufficient Anſwer to thar part of your Charge. As 
for the other thing you mention, | am at no loſs for a | oe to 
it. Should you be diſputing with a Few, Mahometan or Padiſt, 
and perſuading him to embrace the Keform d Religion ; if he 
told you his Parents were never of that way, and that he refolv'd 
to continue of the fame Profeſſion he was bred up in, would you 
not look upon this as a very poor Reaſoning ? and why will you 
urge the ſame in my Caſe ? [ would pay as much Deference to 
my Parents as any Man living ; but had I no other reaſon for 
being of this or that Perſuaſion, than that my Father and Mother 
were ſo, 1 thould look upon it as bad is none. 

Con. But the publick Churches are Places Conſecrated for re- 

ligious Worſhip ; whereas your Meeting- Houſes had never any 
Conſecration; and many of them are put to ordinary and com- 
mon Uſes: This is a prejudice againſt your Way I ſhould never 
be able to get over, and 1 admire how you can. 
Mon. As to the Conſecration of Churches, there being no Form 
ef it in our Engliſh Liturgy, I can ſay but little to it. But if 
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® Biſhop Patrick's Aqua Geaitalis, at the end of his Menſa Myſtica, p. 41 5 , kt 
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EW AY-NONCONFORMITTY ea. 1 
{ Biſhop Land's way of Conſecrating St. Katharine Creed Church be 
followed now, viz. by the Biſhop's falling down on his Knees, 
at his firſt Entrance, pronouncing the Place Holy, taking up 
ſome of the Duſt, and throwing it ſeveral times into the Air, 
bowing frequently towards the Communion-Table, going round 
the Church in Proceſſion, * er, Curſes on thoſe that 
ſhould prophane it, &c *. I muſt confeſs I can't much like it, 
being too ſuperſtitious to have my good Opinion, But not to 
inſiſt any longer on this, I have a few Things to offer in rela- 


tion to the Head we are upon. f 
1. Many of the Diſſenting Mieeting- Houſes are ſet a- part for 
Divine- Service, and never put to any other Uſes ; and abun- 
dance of them are Places of as much Decency as moſt of your 
Pariſb- Churches. | 
2. If any of them are made to ſerve other Purpoſes, beſides 
that of Religious Worſhip (as on ſome Occaſions they may) I 
ſee no Reaſon | have to be out of Love*with* them on that Ac- 
count, becauſe I remember what our Saviour ſaid. The Hour 
cometh when ye ſhall neither in this Mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem 
Worſhip the Father. But the irae Worſhippers ſhall Worſhip the Fa- 
iff ther in Spirit and in Truth, for the Father ſceketh ſuch to Worſhip 
1 him, John 4. 21, 23. Men are bid to Pray every where, + And 
Chriſt the great Maſter of Aſſemblies hath promiſed where two 
or three are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the midſt 
of them, Mat. 18. 20, Ee 1 
3. Our Saviour and his Apoſtlet had no fixed Places for their 
Religious Services; but met in Private Hoyſes, &c. as they ſaw 
moſt convenient. 
4. The Primitive Chriſtians often Aſſembled in Fields, Deſarts, 
Ships or Inns, as Opportunity preſented ; and when there were 
ſettled Places for their ſolemn Devotion (as there were in times 
of Peace and Tranquillity) they attributed no Holineſs to them *. 
5. There were no Conſecrated Temples for the Three firſt Cen- 
turies f. | | 
6. of of the Pariſh-Churches in England have had no other 
than Popiſh Conſecrations ; ſince which they have been defiled 
by Superſtition and Idolatry, which our Meeting- Houſes never 
were: So that if you inſiſt on the Holineſs of Places, I believe 
we have more to ſay for ours, than you have for yours, tho' one 5 
have had the Formality of a Conſecration (ſuch a one as it is) and J 
the other not. | 2 
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* Appendix to Wel wood's Memoirs, p. 275. 

1 Ex maT? Toro, 1 Tim. 2. 8. : 

See, Enquiry into the Conſtitution, Diſcipline, Unity and Worſhip of the Pri- 
mitive Church, Part 2. Chap. 7, | 

| Mr. James Owen's Hiſt. ef the Conſecration of Altars, &c. Chap. 6. 
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J. May I in all my Religious Services be found Sincere and 
Upright with God, and then where-ever I pay my Homage to 
him, I make no Queſtion but I ſhall be accepted. The Place of 
Worſhip (I mean whether it be this or that) is undoubted]y an 
Indifferent Circumſtance, and that which commends one rather 
than another is the Conventency, not the Santtity of it. | 

Con. Well, let us have no more of this now. I am free to 
ive up the Point which 1 mentioned only by the by. It's a plain 
Caſe you have turn'd your back upon your e and deſerted 
the Paſtor who was lanfully ſet over you; vindicate your ſelf in 
this if you are able, 85 
Non. I perceive you and I are like to differ very much in our 

Sentiments ; but I hope it ſhall be amicably. With regard then 

to what you have laſt mentioned, J apprehend it will be ſuf- 

ficient to ſay, 1 | 
1. According to the Method and Conſtitution of the Church 
of England, Miniſters can't be ſaid to be of the People's Chooſeng, 
If a Patron preſents a Perſon, and he gets his Inſtitution and In- 
duction, Jet him be who or what he will, Sober or Kandalous, 
qualified or unqualified, the Pariſh muſt receive him, and I don't 
ſee how they are able to help themſelves. _ 
2. As to your Miniſter, I never choſe him for mine, you know 
very well he was brought in againſt the Conſent, and (which is 
Nie great Diſſatisfaction of abundance of the Pariſhio- 
ners, and Ae no ſcruple*to tell you I was one of them. 
3. Tho I am far from pretending, that the Laity are ordi- 
narily the proper Judges who are fit to be ordained to the Work 
of the Miniſtry; and have no Intention to ſay any thing of the 
Power of Civil Governors, and Patrons to determine what Mini- 
ſters ſhould have the Pablick Countenance, and enjoy the Tythes 
and Temples ; yet L look upon it as my undoubted &ight to put 
my Soul under the Conduct of ſuch a Spiritual Guide as J have 
Reaſon to think will be moſt faithful and conſcientious, and by 
whoſe Labours I may expect to reap the moſt Advantage. No 
one pretends to order what Phyſician I thall call to my Aſliſtance, 
when my Life is in Danger, nor what Laxycr 1 thall make uſe 
of, if my Eſtate is in Hazard; and why I ſhould not have the 
ſame Liberty in chooſing my Miniſter as ] have in the other two, 

I could never ſee a Reaſon. It ſeems to me very plain from 
the New-Teſtament, that the Body of the Church are to be con- 
cerned in the Election of their Officers. This is certain, after the 

dreadful Apoftacy and Tragical End of Judas, all the Diſciples 
to the Number of about an Hundred and Twenty Perſons met 
together to fill up that Vacancy. Acts 1. 5. Cc. And at the 
Choice of the Seven Deacons which we read of Acts 6: the Faith- 
ful being called to aſſemble themſelves, agreed upon the Perſons 
they thought moſt proper, and preſented them to the — 
— who 
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who after having ay + to God, laid their hands on them. In 
the Primitive times, Paſtors were always choſen by the Suffrage 
of the People x. And I have read that all Chriſt's Churches for 
300, yea 1000 Years, made expreſſed Conſent neceſſary f. And 


thy ſhould it not be ſo now, as well as then ? Indeed your great 
De. Killing fleet has thought fit to advance, that the Kight of the 


People to chooſe their Miniſters might be paſſed away ; and that 
this hath been done by their Conſent, and upon good Conſide- 
rations **, But J am ſatisfied with what the famous Monſieur 


Claude ſays, That the Faithful can never, without a Crime, 
c deprive themſelves (to give it into the Hands of another) of 


ce that Care God has commanded them to have over all the Ex- 


© ternal means they make uſe of for the procuring of their Sal- 
ce vation 1. 


Con. Suppoſe you are allowed your Claim, muſt you therefore 
Jeave a Minifter, whoſe Orders you allow to be valid and regu- 
Jar, and Encourage Men to ſet up for Preachers who had never 
any Orders at all ? . 


Non. | perceive, Sir, that the Perſons from whom you have 


your Information concerning the Diſſenters, have led you imo 
a very great Miſtake in this particular. You may depend upon 
it, none of the Presbyterian Miniſters pretend to Adminiſter the 
Sacraments, or to take the charge of Congregations withour 
Orders. As to the Miniſter I hear, I my felt was preſent at 
his Ordination, and therefore can ſpeak with the greater Aſſurance 
on this Head. h | 

Con. Since you would venture to go to a Meeting at all, I am 
not Sorry you were there at that time ; becauſe I thould be glad 
to know ſomewhat of the manner of Diſſenting Ordinations ; for 
I doubt their Management is very indifferent on ſuch Occaſions. 


Non. Had you been preſent when I was, I dare believe you 


would have been of another Mind; for | think I never faw any 
thing perform'd with more Devotion and Solemnity, Their way 
is (after One that deſigns the Miniſtry has been examined in the 


Learned Languages, Philoſophy, Divinicy, &c. and Preach'd for 


ſome time (that Miniſters and People may have a Trial of his 
Abilities) to appoint a Day of Faſting and Prayer. The People 


being aſſembled, and a proper Pſalm or Hymn Songs one of the 
Miniſters Pray sn. When he has done, another 


ntertains the 
Congregation with a Sermon ſuited to the Occaſion ; ſetting forth 
(we will ſuppoſe) the Dignity and Importance of the Miniſterial 
Office, the Worth of Soxls, the Difficulties a Miniſter muſt expect 


— — 


* Vid. Enquiry into the Conſtitution, &c. Part 1. p. 63-65. where you have 
the Manner of Hlecting a Liſhop when the Pariſh or Biſhoprick was vacant thro' the 
Death of the Incumbent---Du Pin's Bib. Pat. Vol. 1. p. 182. | 

+ Baxter's Defeuce of the Plea for Peace, p- ult, 

* urea ſona bſeneſs of Separation, p. 328. 

ti Defence of the Reformg/ion, Part 4. p. 75+ = 
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to meet with, his Obligations to Diligence and Fidelity in his 
Work, the great Charge he undertakes, the Account which will 
another Day be demanded from him, how glorious his Ren ard 
will be, if he acquits himſelf well in his holy Calling; or ſome 
other Things as ſhall be thought moſt convenient and ſeaſonable. 
' The Diſcourſe being ended, he Addreſſes himſelf to the Perſon 
to be Ordain'd ; defires him to give an Account of his Faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and his perſuaſion of the Truth of the Keformed 
Religion according to the Scriptures. Asks what his Intentions 
and Exds are in deſiring to enter into this ſacred Office ; whether 
he will be diligent in Praying, Reading, Meditation, Preaching, 
Adminiſtring the Sacraments, Diſcipline, and doing all Miniſterial 
Duties towards his Charge; whether he will be Zealous and 
Faithful in maintaining the Truth of the Goſpel, and Unity of 
the Church againſt Error and Schiſm. If he will be careful that 
Himſelf and Family be unblameable, and Examples to the Flock 
> be willing in all Humility and Meekneſs of Spirit to ſubmit to 
the Admonition of his Brethren, and the Diſcipline of the Church, 
and if it be his Reſolution to continue in his Duty, againſt all 
Trouble and Perſecution. The Candidate having made a full Con- 
feſlion of his Faith, and given particular Anſwers to the ſeveral. 
Queſtions propoſed to him, (being now on his Knees) one of 
the Senior Miniſters, in a Solemn Prayer, recommends him to 
the Grace of God, ſeveral others joining with him in [poſition 
of Hands. This done, an Exhortation is given to the Perſon 
'» © Ordaind. Thanks are return d to God for all his Mercies, and 
the Aſſembly is diſmiſs d. Thus Sir was this Affair managed at 
the time I ſpeak of, and this is the common way of Ordaining 
among the Diſſenters x. And thoſe who vary from this Form 
= do yer for the moſt part keep to the Subſtance of it both in Ex- 
> amination, and in Ordination, except in the practice of Laying 
on if Hands, Pray what have you to object againſt it? 5 
Con. I have nothing to fay againſt the Method, had the Per 
ſons who pretend to Ordain any Authority to ſet Men a part for 
the Work of the Miniſty : The want of this, ſpoils the whole, 
and makes the Proceſs you have mention d, a ſolemn Mocking 
with God Almighty. Epiſcopal is undoubtedly the only valid Or- 
of dination, and its impofhible for you to prove any other to be ſo. 
Non. That Epiſcopal Ordination is valid, 1 am not about to 
deny; but that »o other is fo, is « Point J muſt ſee. well prov d 
before ] aſſent to it: In the mean time, that Presby;ers have a 
EKight to Ordain, I am well fatisfied, on the following Grounds, 
dis. NY: 1 | | | | 
1. I have carefully conſulted the New-Teſtament, and cant | 
find there any Difference between a Biſhop and Presbyicr ; 1 


r 
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Ser the Directoty for Ordination, 


but 
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but it ſeems very plain to me, that the Perſons « 
Names, were of the very ſame Order and Office. St. Paul writi 
to the Philippians, directs his Epiſtle to all the Saints in (5746 
Feſus at Philippi, with the Biſhops and Deacons, Chap. 1. 1. Had 
there been any Presbyters diſtin& from Biſhops, undoubtedly theſe 
would have been mentioned as well as the other. The fame 
Apoſtle giving Directions to Titus about the Ordaining Elders 
or Presbyters in every City of Crete, tells him, that they muſt be 
bl ſuch as are blameleſs : And then gives this Reaſon for't, for 4 
i" Biſhop (fays he) muſt be blameleſs, Tit. 1. 7. Now unleſs the 


| Biſhop and Presbyter was the ſame, the Apoſtles Reaſon is Inconclu- 
ll ſide, which ought not to be charged on a Writer divinely in- 
bl ſpir'd. Again, we are told that St. Paul being at Miletus, ſent 
i" or the Presbyters of the Church, and beſpoke them thus, Take 
0 heed therefore to your ſelves, and to all the Flock over which the Holy 


"bi Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, or (according to the original 
ji Word) Biſhops *, Acls 20. 28. Theſe Scriptures, and ſome 
others which I could mention were there Occaſion, are a ſuffici- 
"of ent Proof, that the Names were then Commen, and your own 
if Divines acknowledge as much as this comes to f. But this is 
0 not all I contend for; it being as plain in my Opinion, that the 
i Office of the Biſhop and Presbyter was the ſame likewiſe. This I 
Uh am convinced of from the Exhortation of St. Peter to the Presby- 
ters of the ſcattered Fews. 1 Pet. 5. 2. Feed the Flock of God 
which is among you (ſays he) taking the Overſight thereof, &c. or 
as the Greek Word & ſignifies, acting the part of Biſhops, Now 
if Presbyters were to perform thoſe Dotics in the Church which 
belong to the Epiſcopal Office, without doubt they were intruſted 
with the Epiſcopal Power. And that the did perform theſe Duties 
in the Primitive Times, a celebrated Author (now my Lord 
Chief - Juſtice Xing) has aſſured us. A Biſhop (ſays he) Preach d, 


& communicated, Abſolved and Ordained, ſo did a Presbyter ; 
« whatever the Biſhop did, the fame did a Presbyter ; the only 
4 Difference that was between them was in Degree, but this 
& proves there was none at all in Order. ff” If Presbyters then 
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they are) then the Diſſenting Miniſters have Epiſcopal Ordination, 
as well as yours, and are as regular and valid Miniſters of Chriſt 
as any of them. . | 

2. As in Scripture Biſhops and Presbyters were the fame ; ſo in 
the firſt Ages thoſe they called Biſhops were no other than the 
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who have Curates and Lecturers to aſſiſt them: So that ſuch a 
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Exioubroug. 1 Dr. Whitby's Aue. os Tit. 1. 7. Mr. Hoadly's Defence 
of Epiſcopal Ordination, Ong. 2. | 
'EnioxomouvTeg. tt Enquiry into the Conſtitution, &c. Part 1. p. 88. 
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called by theſe 


© Baptizd, and Confirm'd, ſo did a Presbyter. A Pop EX- 


Paſtors of particular Congregations, ſuch as our Incumbents are, 


Dioceſan 


are Scriptural Biſhops (as from the Texts before cited it appears T 


APG 


Dioceſan Epiſcopacy as we have now in the Charch of England, 
was unknown to the Chriſtians of thoſe Days. Al! the People 
of a Dioceſs did every Lord's Day meet in one Place, to cele- 


brate Divine-Service, they had but ove Communion- Table, were 


all preſent at Church Cenſures, and no Offenders were reſtored 
again without the Conſent of the Whole Church. At Ordinations 
the Whole Body of the People were preſent ; and upon the Death 
of a Biſhop or Paſtor they all met in one Place to fill up the Va- 
cancy ; as they did to manage Church- Aﬀairs when there was 
Occaſion. That in the Primitive times there was no other ſort 
of Biſhops than ſuch as I have laſt mentioned, has been abun- 
dantly proved by ſeveral, whoſe Arguments I could never yet ſee 
anſwered, and I believe never ſhall K. 

3. Timothy (as that Text is commonly underſtood) was Or- 
dain'd by the laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery, 1 Tim. 4. 14. 


Had it been ſaid by the Hands of the Epiſcopate, you would have 


Triumph'd as having Demonſtration on your fide, and (as it is 
expreſſed now) you muſt give me leave to reckon it ſo on ours, 
unleſs you can produce better Reaſons to the contrary than any 
J have yet met with, 

4. My next Argument ſhall be in the very Words of the 
Learned Dr. Calamy, The Ends of Ordination, viz. the ſet- 
ting Men a-part to the Office of the Miniſtry, the Recom- 
“ mending a Man ſolemnly to the Grace of God, for Aſſiſtance 
in the Diſcharge of his Duty, the preventing an Intruſion in- 
5 to this facred Office, by unquality'd Perſons, the conciliating 
*© a Man that Meaſure of reſpe& in the Church as is neceſſary, 
„in order to his being uſeful in his Miniſterial Capacity; are 
© as effectually anſwered where Senior Presbyters Ordain, as 
„ where Dioceſan Biſhops are the Perſons that Officiate f. This 
Argument (taken with others) 1 think has conſiderable weight 
in it. 


5. J am fully ſatisfied that God has remarkably bleſs'd the Diſ- 


ſenters Miniſtry to the Converſion, Edification and Salvation of 


a Multitude of Souls; and if St. Paul infiſts on this, as a ſufficient 
Atteſtation of his being ſent by God (as he does, 2 Corin. 3 3.) 
why ſhould not the fame Conſideration be mentioned in the Caſe 
of thoſe whoſe Miſhon Jam pleading for *? Beſides, to ſuppoſe 


that God does ordinarily own Perſons whom he never ſent, is to 


infinuate, as if he himſelf contributed to the ſubverting Order, 
and Regularity in the Church; which is a Thought I dare not 
give Countenance to. 
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6. If Presbyterian Ordination be Invalid, how can any Clergy- 
man in England pretend to prove the Validity of his own Orders? 
To do this, he muſt be aſſured, that the Perſon who Ordain'd 
him, was Ordain'd by a Biſhop, and the ſame of that Biſhop, and 
thus muſt he run the matter back as far as the Apoſtles Days ; 
and if he can't make out an uninterrupted Succeſſion (which 1 dare 
believe is deſpair'd of) he is neither able to ſatisfy himſelf, nor 


his Hearers, of his being an Authoriz'd Miniſter of Chriſt, 


7. The Praclice of your own Biſh»ps and Clergy in more In- 
ſtances than one, is a Virtual owning the Ordination I am Vin- 
dicating. Ha'n't ſeveral Divines of the Church of England 
joined in Communion with Presbyterian Congregations, and 
received the Sacrament from the Hands of Presbyterian Mini- 
ſters, while they lived abroad in other Countries ? and would 
they have done this, if they had not believed (what they made 
no ſcruple to declare as their Judgment) that they were true 
Churches and Miniſters ? Don't all your Clergy (except a few of 
High-flying Stamp, who have Reaſon to be atham'd of their ab- 
ſurd and ſchiſmatical Principles, and have the Mortification to 
find ſcarce any weak enough to be their Converts) admit Diſſen- 
ters to the Lord's-Supper without ſo much as mentionng their 
being Rebaptiz d? And what Account can be given of. their 
Conduct in that Poinr, upon Suppoſition that they reckon their 
Baptiſm a meer Nullity, as they muſt if they think their Ordina- 


tion to be fo, unleſs they will allow the Lait) an Authority to 


Adminiſter the Sacraments, and join with the Author of the 


Rights, &c. in levelling the Prieſthood, and ſapping the Foun- 


CI 


dations of their own Order ? 

8. I dare not be ſo uncharitable as to Unchurch all the Foreign 
Proteſtants ; which 1 app:chend is the Conſequence of denying 
the Validity of Preebyterian Ordination, for it's plain their Mi- 
niſtars r:ver had any other k. | 

9. In the 23d Article of the Church (if you obſerve it) Or- 
dination is not contined to Biſhops diſtinct from Presbyters ; it 
only fiys, “ Thoſe we ought to judge Jawfully called and ſent, 
© which be choſen and called to this Work by Men who have 
* Pablick Authority given unto them in the Congregation, to 
«© call and fend Miniſters into the Lord's Vineyard ©. This (fays 
the late Learned Bilhop of Sarum) is put in very general VVords far 
from that magiſterial Stifſn:ſs in which ſome have taken upon them to 
diclate in this Matter. The Article does not reſolve this into any par- 
ticular Conſiitution---They who drew it, had the State of the ſeveral 
Churches be ſore their Eyes, which had been differently Reformed. 
And in another place (ſays his Lordthip) The general Words in 
which this part of the Article is framed, ſeem to have been deſigned 


3. Truth Try'd, &c. Part 1. 
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on purpoſe not to exclude them *, viz. the Foreign Churches, To 
all that I have ſaid, give me leave to ſubjoin, that our firſt Re- 
forming Biſhops owned the Ordination I am defending, and con- 
feſſed Epiſcopacy to be only a Prudential Conſtitution. Cranmer, 
Fewel, Whitaker, Bilſon, with many other eminent Men and 
Martyrs, were of this Mind t, and (as the Reverend Mr. Mi- 
thers has obſerved) © the contrary Notion was introduced by 
ce the Laudean Faction, and chiefly ſupported at this very time 
ce by Dr. Hickes and Mr. Leſley, who are the Heads and Oracles 
&« of the Non-jurant Clergy © *. Theſe Reaſons, (and ſeveral 
others which might be ſuggeſted, was there time to debate the“ 
Matter more fully) convince me, that Presbyterian Miniſters are 
true Miniſters of Chriſt. And to be free with you; when 1 
hear your Clergy allowing the Validity of Orders given by 
Popiſh Biſhops, who are Maintainers of corrupt Doctrine, Ene- 
mies to the Faith, and Haters of the very Name of Proteſtant ; 
who derive their Power from the Pope, whoſe very Office is a 
> treaſonable Uſurpation of Chriſt's Prerogative, and is call d by the 
Church of England her ſelf Antichriſt FF ; the manner of whoſe 
Ordination is ſo unſcriptural and ſuperſtitious, and who are or- 
dain'd to an Office, which is one of the groſſeſt Pieces of Io 
| l<atryin the World; I fay, when I hear your Clergy pleading 
for theſe, and think with my ſelf, that ſuch Prieſts upon their 
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Renunciation of Popery are admitted ro officiate in the Church 
without new Orders, when Proteſtant Divines (Men of eminent 
Piety, and capable of doing very great Service) can have no ſuch 
Benefit, and for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they never had a 
Biſhop's Hand upon them; this is what] cant but be much grie- 
ved at: And ] muſt tell you farther, that what J have laſt men- 
tioned, is reckoned by ſome of the beſt of your own Commu- 
nion, very little for the Credit of the Much of England; and 
you may be ſure, Diſſenters look upon it and who can blame 


them?) as a laſting Reproach on the Conſtitution you ſo much 


boaſt of. 
Con. I profeſs you are a Champion for the Party; and had ! 
thought you were prepar'd to make fo good a Defence, I would F 
> Have come better provided. However, when | ſee our Prjya i 
next, | deſign to ask him for an Anſwer to the ſeveral Argu- 
ments you have propounded. In the mean time, Jet us proceed | 
to ſomething elſe. Suppoſe your Miniſters have a valid Ordi- 
nation, which is what you have been diſputir'g for, | hope you 
don't pretend that they have thoſe learned Accompliſſmente which © | 
the Clergy of our Church are generally furniſhed with. The 
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poſition on 39 Ariicles, p. 257, 259. 4 
| See Srillingfleet's 7 Chap. 8. Owen's Plea, &c. Chap 10. Fi 
* Truth Try'd, p. 118. 
tt Homily againſi Idolatry. 
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famous Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge, undoubtedly, afford 
ſuch Advantages as can't be expected in a more private Educa- 
tion; and I am ſure thoſe of the Separation muſt yield to the 


_ Eſtabliſhment in this reſpe&. 


Non. That there are a great number of learned and worthy 
Miniſters in the Charch, all the World muft acknowledge. We 
own it to your Honour ; and it is ſo far from raiſing our Envy, 
that we wiſh there were many more who deſerved ſo good a 
Character. But you muſt not be offended, if I fay, 

1. I think abundance of the Country Clergy have no great rea- 
fon to boaſt of their Furniture; and I would not have you look 
upon it as any Diſparagement to the Church, if I tell you, I be- 
lieve the Bae Miniſters (take them one with another) are 
as well qualified for the Service they are devoted to, as thoſe 
who attend her Altars. | 5 

2. It is allowed that the Lniverſities have Advantages ſuperior, 
in many reſpects, to our private Schookts, But I believe Holland 
and North-Britain (where many of our Miniſters have been edu- 
cated) produce as conſiderable Men as Oxford or Cambridge ; and 
that the Tutors of our Diſſenting Academies at home, don't want 
Abilities for the Service they engage in. I my ſelf, when a 
young Man, liv'd in a place where there was an Academy kept, 
and had contracted a particular Intimacy with ſome who were 
Students there; by whom 1 was aſſured that they were taught 
the very ſame Parts of Learning, and performed the ſame Exer- 
ciſes as in the Univerſities, This I know, they liv'd under a ſtrict 
Diſcipline, and ſtudy d hard; and Jam ſatisfy'd their extraordi- 
nary Diligence made an abundant amends for the want of ſome 
other Advantages. 5 

3. As far as J can learn, a ſtricter Enquiry is made into Mens 
Qualifications for the Miniſtry by the Diſſenters, than by thoſe 
who have uſually the Management of that Affair among you. I 
have it from a very good hand, that the Presbyterlans examine 
Candidates in the Greek Teſtament, Philoſophy and Divinity, and 
give them a Latin Theſis to ſtate and defend, before they are ad- 
mitted to Ordination; a great deal more I am ſure than tranſla- 
ting one of the Articles, (what a Shool- Boy of two or three 
Years ſtanding can do without Difficulty) which I am told is the 
moſt that's required before a Man receives Orders in the Church 
of England. 5 

On. I own I was never in Company of any of your Preachers; 
and therefore ſhall preſs this matter no farther at preſent. 

Mon. I am ſorry to find that Gentlemen will entertain ſuch 
undervaluing Thoughts of Perſons they have no Acquaintance 


with; ſure this is far from being candid or generous. But 1 


don't ſo much blame them as the Parſons, who run away with a 


Notion, that the Diſſenting Miniſters are a Company of ignorant, 
illiterate 


0 UW. 1 W 


iliterute Mechanicks, and fo ſhun their Converſation, as if they 
ſhould diſparage themſelves to take any notice of them; whereas 
the Men they flight are (many of them) not only better Chri- 
ſtians, but better Scholars than thoſe who vilify them, tho' they 
never rubb'd their Elbows againſt a College Wall ; and han't fo 
much as an A. M. to furniſh out a Title 4 or to give them 
a Reputation in the World. | 
Con. Hold, Friend! who is in a Heat now? now it's my turn 
to defire Moderation. | 
Non. Sir, I beg your Pardon ; but the Contempt I ſee caſt 
upon Men of Worth does a little move me, and I can't help it. 
Con. Come, no more of this now ; for the principal thing I 
aim'd at is behind yet. We will ſuppoſe for once your Miniſters 
to be regularly ordained, and competently qualified, ſtill I am as 
much at a loſs for the Reaſons of your Nonconſormity as before: 
Will you (as you promiſed me) let me know ſome of them ? 
Non. I have a great many things which ſatisfie my own Con- 
ſcience in Nonconformity ; whether they will be ſatisfactory to 
others, I know not ; but the Grounds I go upon, are in general 


theſe. I did for many Years attend the Service of the Church 


of England, and was grown to a conſiderable Age, before I had 
ſo much as once been preſent at any other religious Aſſembly, 
I heard as many Sermons as I could, join d in the Publick Pray- 


ers, and receiv'd the Lord's-Supper as often as there was Oppor- 


tunity. But for ſome time paſt (having by God's good Pro- 
vidence fallen into an Acquaintance with ſome de ay Diſ- 
ſenters who are come into the Neighbourhood) I have frequented 
a Meeting, which goes under the Denomination of 2 
Now, I find the Diſſenters way of Preaching and Praying to be 
moſt edifying, their Adminiſtration of Sacraments moſt regular 


and ſcriptural, their Diſcipline moſt /fritt, their Converſations, 


(generally ſpeaking) more circumſpect and holy than theirs with 


whom I convers'd formerly; and, in ſhort, I find it more 


for my Soul's Advantage to join with them than with the Eſta- 


bliſhment. God is my Witneſs, that I have no Prejudice againſt 
the Church of England, nor any of its Members: That I have 
any private Views in what J do, or can propoſe any temporal 
Advantages to my ſelf by my Diſſent, can never be ſuppoſed if 


* vou conſider the Hardſhips and Inconveniences the Nonconformifs 


have upon them, how induſtrious ſome Men are to bring them 
under a popular Odium, and that they are almoſt every where 
ſpoken againſt. Believe me, Sir, it is my everlaſting Intereſt 
that I am conſulting ; this, I am ſure, is more furthered and pro- 
moted by the way of Worſhip I have for ſome time made choice 
of ; ſo that I ſhould a& contrary to my beſt Light, and I think 
offend God, as well as wrong my own Soul, T4 I did not ſerve 
him (ſtatedly I mean) in the way I now do. 1 
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On. It's never well when private Men ſet up for Judges in 
theſe Matters; and I am ſorry that you are fallen into the Old 
Cant of better Edification, the Pretence of which, I am perſuaded, 
has done more Miſchief in the Church than almoſt any thing. 


There's no better Edification to be had under any Miniſtry up- 


on the Face of the Earth, than under that of the Church of 
England. 

Non. You ſay, it's never well when private Men ſet up for 
Judges in theſe Matters; but I think it's a thouſand times worſe 


to have the Peoples Eyes put out, and not fo much as a Fadg- 


ment of Diſeretion allowed to the Laity ; which would ſoon be 
rhe Caſe, if ſome aſpiring Clergy men had that Power over Con- 
ſciences which for ſome time they ſeem to have been aiming at. 
As to Edification, which you are pleaſed to call the O/d Cant, 
it is what ſerious Perſons will think themſelves obliged to be 
concern'd about ; and after you have redicul'd that Plea as long 
as you are able, ſuch as are thoughtful about their Souls and a 
future World, will chuſe to wait on that Miniſtry which they 
find moſt Benefit by. Your ſaying that there's no better Edi- 
fication to be had any where than in the Church of England, is 
no Satisfaction to me, who muſt believe my own Experience 
before another's Opinion. There's no doubr, but for your own 
part, you reckon that you your ſelf can beſt tell what Ser mon- 
and Prayers you find moſt good by. And I think you would 
do very much amiſs, ſhould you not attend on theſe ; fo far 
ſhould 1 be from perſuading you to change. But then I inſiſt 

upon it as the moſt reaſonable thing in the World, that I thould 
be allowed the ſame Liberty of judging for my ſelf as you have. 
My natural Rights, as 1 am a rational Creature, are the fame with 
other Mens; and I believe you have too much Modeſty in your 
Temper, to fancy that the Goſpel-Charter has granted you great- 
er Privileges than it has me, and the reſt of Mankind. Beſides, 
my Soul is my own, and withour doubr, of as much Worth 
and Value as yours; I my ſelf muſt give an Account at the laſt 
Day what Care I have raken of this Soul of mine, and thould 
] do otherwiſe than well (which God of his infinite Mercy 
forbid) will you, or any of thoſe who make ſo loud an Out- 
cry againſt Diſſenters and Nonconformity, engage to anſwer for 


me at the laſt Tribunal, and give me Security that I ſhall be no 


Sufferer, by acting againſt my Knowledge and Conſcience, in 
compliance with your Sentiments ? If not, pray allow me to 
Judge for my ſelf, and to take ſuch meaſures, with regard to 
my everlaſting Concerns, as ſhall appear to me moſt cxpedient. 
God hath given us (ſays a late eminent Prelate) rational Fa- 
«© culties to guide and direct us, and we muſt make the moſt 
© of theſe we can. We muſt judge with our own Reaſons, as 
© well as ſee with our own Eyes ; neither can we, or ought 


— 


as to go with me the next Lord's- 
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te we, to reſign up our Underſtandings to any others, unleſs 
cc ye are convinced that God has impoſed this upon us, by ma- 
e king them infallible ; ſo that we are ſecured from Error if 
&« e follow them *. The Reverend Mr. Hoadly (ſince D. D. 
and Lord Biſhop of Bangor) ſpeaking of Freedom of Choice, and 
_ Uſe of our Reaſon, tells us, that it is that which alone can 


render the Religion of a Man acceptable in God's Eyes f. And in- 
deed (as Monſieur Claude has obſerved) “ in effect, an abſolute 
© Obedience and an entire Reſigning of one's ſelf to the Con- 


* duct of another, as to thoſe Matters that regard the Faith and 


e the Conſcience, is a Duty that we can render lawfully to none 

© but God *. We are to call no Man after or Father upon 

Earth, for one is our Father which is in Heaven, Matt. 23. 8, 9. 
Con. But by your leave, what you have faid of better Ediſica- 


tion, is but a wretched Plea, unleſs it has ſolid Reaſon to ſup- 


port it, which I am confident is wanting in your Caſe. 
Non. 1 am as confident of the contrary, and if you pleaſe, 


we will debate this Matter a little more particularly. 


Cn, I agree to your Propoſal, and thould be glad if you 
would firſt inform me, what ſort of Preaching you have in your 
Meetings; becauſe I find you are a very great Admirer of it. 
For my part, 1 never heard any of your Miniſters Pulpit-Per- 
formances, but am told, their Sermons (as you call them) are 
a Heap of Confuſion, without Order, folid Divinity, Language, 
or Senſe ; and that in ſhort, they are Noiſe and nothing elſe, 

Non. I am ſorry the Diſſenters ſhould be ſo much abuſed, 
and you ſo notoriouſly impos'd upon. Good Sir, be ſo kind 

Day, and I perſuade my ſelf, 
you will be ſenſible, that you have been miſ-informed. Nor 
but that there is a Difference in the Capacities and Qualifica- 
tions of our Preachers, as well as yours; and perhaps there 
may be one to be met with here and there, who comes ſhort 
of thoſe Abilities for publick Service, which Men in their Sta- 
tion ought to be furniſhed with, But I am bold to tell you, 
the Generality of our Miniſters have no reaſon to be aſham'd 
to let the whole World ſee the Diſcourſes they entertain their 
People with. They explain Texts ſolidly, prove the Truths they 
inſiſt on by pertinent Scriptures, and ſubſtantial Reaſon, and 
make ſuch Reflections on the Points ſpoken to, as are like to 
have the beſt Influence on the Hearts and Lives of their Hear- 
ers. Their Language is proper and decent, their Pronunciation 
and Geſture grave and ſolemn, and their Sermons (for the moſt 
part) ſuch, as none who have a true Reliſh of ſerious and vi- 


* 
—— tith 


* Biſhop of Sarum's Expoſition on the Thirty Nine Articles, p. 182, 
j Sermon preached Novem. F. 1715. p. 11. 
"* Defence of the Reformation, Part 1. p. 192; 
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himſelf (who is forward enough to load us with Calumny, and 
has moſt diſingenuouſly miſrepreſented the old Nonconformiſts ) 
ſpeaking of the Diſſenting Miniſters now, ſays they are come 
Omnia fere dicere ornate, & preſſe, & ſobrie----- Nihil denique 
loquuntur, niſi quod viro gravi & homine Theologo dignum ſit, &. 
eccleſiaſtici ctus dignitati conſentaneum x. 1. e. to ſpeak almoſt 
every thing elegantly, pithily, and adviſedly. And they utter nothing 


but n hat is northy of a pow Man and a Divine, and apreeable to 


the Dignity of an ecclefraſtical Aſſembly. This is a Teſtimony gi- 
ven by an Adverfary : But I with you would hear and read 
ſome of the Diſſenters Sermons, and afterward give your Judg- 
ment ; and if you ſpeak impartially, I make no doubt but it 
will be in their favour. 

Con, Your Miniſters may preach well enough for any thing 
I know to the contrary ; but undoubtedly there are better Ser- 


mons to be heard in our Churches, than in any of the ſeparate 
Congregations ; ſo that you are unreaſonable in leaving us on 


this account. 

Non. | believe there were never better Sermone preach'd ſince 
the Apoſtle's Days, than have been preach'd by ſome of the 
Biſhops and Clergy of the Church of England ; but of many of 
your Country Parſons it has been obſerved, that, 

I. Their Method in Preaching is not diſtintt and clear, their 
Diſcourſes being more like Declamations than Sermons. 

2. Their Subjects don't always ſeem to be ſo well choſen 5 Je- 
ſus Chriſt and the Method of Salvation by a Redeemer, the 
great Doctrine of Regeneration, the Nature, Conditions, and 


Benefits of the Covenant of Grace, Cc. being very ſeldom in- 


ſiſted on. This Neglect has been complain d of by a worthy 
Doctor of your own, who has theſe Lxpreſſions among others: 
e How ſeldom are People informed about the Nature of Re- 
« generation or the New-Birth ? How ſeldom is the abſolute 
15 l of the Knowledge of Chriſt as Mediator inſiſted 
ce upon? I have known that when ſome of thoſe Doctrines 
« have been diſcourſed of by one in the Pulpit, it hath been 
&« faid, that he preached like a Presbyterian, which thoſe that 
te ſpoke it thought was reproachful enough f. And this ſame 
pious Author tells his Brethren the Clergy, that“ if they were 
© not more careful to inſtruc the People in theſe Doctrines, 
© ſome are apt to think there will be almoſt a Neceſſity of 


* repairing ſometimes to other Aſſemblies to have the Whole of 


43 


as Religion taught them **. 


— — 


* Vide Culielmi Nicholſii Presbyteri De fenſio Eceleſiæ Anglicane p. 331. 
4 Dr. Edwards's Preacher. Part 1. 43, 4. N | 
* Pretace te the Preacher, p. 27. e 
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3. Your Clergy are 100 general in their Diſcourſes. In moſt 


Congregations there are variety of Cafes which a Miniſter 


ought to have an Eye to. There are not only ignorant Perſons ' 
to be inſtructed, and ſecure Sinners to be rouz d and awaken'd, 
but doubting Souls to be ſatisfied, dejected Chriſtians to be 
encouraged and comforted, wounded Conſciences which need 
Healing, Cc. And certainly the Circumſtances of ſuch deſerve 
to be particularly minded ; but this I think is ſeldom done in 
your Pariſh Churches. 

4. I could never obſerve that Concern and Earneftneſs in ſuch 

of your Preachers as I have heard, that the great Buſineſs of 
Saving Souls calls for, = : 
5. Abundance of their Sermons are full of bitter Reflection, 
on ſuch as Diſſent from them. By this means that mutual Love 
which our holy Religion ſo earneſtly recommends is in a great 
Meaſure deſtroy d; unaccountable Heats and Animoſities are fo- 
mented among Chriſtians ; and the Minds of abundance wrought 
up to ſuch a Degree of Rancour, that they look upon Proteſtant 
Diſſenters to be the worſt of all Men living; and are taught 
by their bigotted Prieſis to ſay, they had much rather be Papiſts 
than Presbyterians. Sure I am, many of your Clergy have much 
to anſwer for on this account; and if they ſpoke with the 
Tongues of Angels and have not (Hari), I am inſtructed by 
the Apoſtle to look npon them but as ſounding Braſs or tinkling 
Cymbals, 1 Cor. 13. I. : 

6. In many Pariſhes there is Preaching but once in a Sabbath; 
which, though it was thought enough in Laud's time, (when, 
not much to the Credit of that High-Church Hrelate, Afternoon 
Sermons as well as Lectures were ſuppreſs'd, a Book of Sports 
ordered to be read on the Lord's Day, and feveral Miniſters 
were ſuſpended for not reading it) ſhews what little Regard 
ſome Miniſters have to that Apoſtolical Charge : Preach the 
Word, be Inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 2 lim. 4. 2. and 
is now complain'd of as a fad Inſtance of the I azinefs of the 
Clergy, and a wretched Neglect of the Souls committed to their 
Charge. ä | | 

To all the aforementioned things J might add, that were 
Sermons compoſed with never ſo much Judgment, and delivered 
with never ſo much ſeeming Warmth and Affection; yet when 
the Preacher's Converſation is a Contradiction to his Doctrine, a 
Diſcourſe from ſuch a Man's Mouth has not ſo good an Influ- 
ence as elſe might be expected. Thar this is too frequently the 


Cafe, 1 am very unwilling to infinuate ; but whether | mention 


it or no, it is too notorious to eſcape the Worla's Obſervation, 
Thus things ſtand at preſent; and while Patrons are fo little ſen- 
ſible of the important Truſt repoſed in them, and Non: reſidence 
(which hath been condemn'd mw in the beſt and worſt — 
| 2 0 
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lifts are fo ſcandalouſiy hard in their Allowance to their Gurates, 
(as the late excellent Biſhop of Sarum expreſſes it ) and rake 
any to officiate for them who can be procured on the eaſieſt and 
cheapeſt Terms; until the Clergy have more Chriſtian Modera- 
tion in their Tempers, and a more ſpeedy and effectual Method 
is found out to oblige ſuch of them as walk diſorderly, to re- 
form what is amiſs in their Converſations ; our Pariſhes, as far 
as I can ſee, are not like to be better provided for. Now a- 
mong the Diſſenters I don't ſee cauſe for theſe Complaints, and 
therefore you can't blame me if I chuſe to hear them. 

Con, What, and can you like the Prayers too which are of- 
fer d up to God in your Congregations ? For my part, I ſhould 
never be in Love with this Praying by the Spirit, For a Man 
to aſcend the Pulpit, ſpeak to God that which comes firſt to 
his Thoughts, repeat the fame Things over and over again, 
without Coherence or good Engliſh many times, muſt needs be 


nauſeous, unſuitable to ſo ſolemn an Act of Worſhip, and of- 


fend God Almighty, as well as thoſe who are to join in ſuch 
diſorderly and indigeſted Performances. | 
Non. You can't conceive how much it troubles me, that you 


| ſhould hearken to thoſe who make it their Buſineſs not only 


to blacken us, but to ridicule our Devotion; eſpecially that 
you ſhould jeer at Prayer by terming it in Deriſion, praying by 
the Spirit, which a pious Biſhop ſays, is, for the moſt part, 4 


Sign of a prophane Heart &. But whatever you think, unque- 


ſtionably there is ſuch a thing as the Gift of Prayer ; and there 
are. many Thouſands of ſerious Souls in theſe Kingdoms, as 
well as elſewhere, who bleſs God for it, and think they can 
never be enough thankful, that ſeeing they know not what they 
ſhould pray for as they oz9ht, the Spirit helpeth their Þfirmities, 
Rom. 8. 26. As to the Diſſenting Miniſters, I am well enough 
acquainted with ſome of them to be able to tell you, that their 
Method of Prayer is uſually ſtudied, at leaſt in the firſt Years 
of their Miniſtry, till long Practice has furnifh'd them upon 
all Occaſions. And 'tis much like that which the good Biſhop 
Wilkins has recommended in an excellent Treatiſe on that 


Subject. The Matter and Order of their Addreſſes is generally 


thought upon before they appear in Publick, and (having a 
deep Senſe of their own and the Peoples Sins, of the Mercies 
they have received, and thoſe they ſtand in need of) I don't ſee 
but they expreſs themſelves as aptly and pertinemſy to God in 
Prayer, as if they had a Form of Words drawn up for that 


c 
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* Pafloral Care, Chap 5. | 
Pre face te Paſtoral Care, p. 27. 
* Hiſbop Wilkins of the Gift of Prayer, p. 12. 
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Purpoſe. With regard to what you fay of their having the 

ſame Expreſſions over and over again; if your Defign be to 
inſinuate, that this is common, or frequent, I know it to be a 
Miſrepreſentation ; tho* if the Objection had ever ſo much 
Truth in it, I think it comes with a very indifferent Grace from 
the Mouths of thoſe, who repeat the ſame Petition, viz. We 
beſeech thee to hear us good Lord, above Twenty times in a Morn- 
ing's Service: This in 90% paſſes for Fervency of Devotion, 
but in us (as one obſerves) a ſingle Repetition is ſuch a Fault, as 
is ſufficient to explode the very Gift of Prayer &. 

n. But I would be glad to know what Excellency you ſee 
in the Diſſenters way of Praying, that makes you prefer it 
to Ours. . | 

Non. I like it beſt on the Accounts following, viz. 

1. A Miniſter can in this way ſuit himſelf to the Circum- 
Nances of the People he belongs to. I conceive there is a 
oreat Difference in the State of Congregations, as well as of 
particular Perſons, and I think Prayers ſhould be made accord- 
ingly. | | 
rs Our Sins, Wants and Mercies, are not every Day the ſame; 
and our Confeſſions, Petitions and Thankſgivings ſhould vary as 
they do. | 

4 There are ſome Emergencies when a Miniſter muſt exerciſe 
this Gift of Prayer, or elſe we can't give God Publick Thanks 
for the Mercies we have received, nor beg ſuch further Salva- 
tions as we have need to pray for. Thus (for Inſtance) when 
a Diſcovery has been made of a horrid Deſign to Dethrone 
His Excellent Majeſty King George, and to bring in a Popiſh Pre- 
tender; and when God was pleaſed fo ſignally to appear againſt 
ſuch as had openly engaged in this unnatural Rebellion, and 

ave them two ſuch Remarkable Defeats in one Day : 

hen their Contrivances have been battled, their Hopes fru- 
ſtrated, their Spirits broken, and their Fad forced to retire 
and leave them and their Cauſe to fink together: Is it not 
highly requiſite that Praiſes ſhould be offered up to God for this 
his Goodneſs to an undeſerving People? And that we ſhould 
beg the Continuance of the Divine Favour and Protection in 
our preſent Circumſtances ? This, I can tell you, has been done 
in our Aſſemblies, and with the greateſt Heartineſs and Since- 
rity. But in your Churches no Notice can be taken of ſuch 
Occurrences, until my Lords the Biſhops appoint Forms for the 
Purpoſe, unleſs your Miniſters will put up Prayers of their own, 


A 
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* Moderation ſtill a Virtue, p. 2. 
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4. I find (if it be a Fault 1 can't help it) that the hearing 
the ſame Words ſo frequently, is apt to Damp my Devotion, 
and to hinder that warmth of Affection which the Service of 
God calls for, If I was to read the beſt Book in the World a 
Hundred times over (the Bible only excepted, which being Di- 
vine, is ever new and entertaining) I ſhould grow Inditterent 
to it; and it would be far from giving me the Satisfaction it 
did at the firſt Reading. Variety is grateful, and tends to keep 
up Attention, and I nd it ſo in Prayer. There i not that Lije 
and Vigour in it to engage the Aﬀettions, as when it proceeds im- 
mediately from the Soul it ſelf X. 

Con, | perceive by your Diſcourſe, that you have taken up 
a Prejudice againſt Forms in general; but merhinks our / i142 y 
(the beſt ro be ſure in the Chriſtian World) thould make you in 
Love with them. | 

Non, Priy don't miſtake me, I am no ſuch Enemy to Forms 
as you may fancy, I own their Lan fulneſs, and in ſome Caſes 
their Expediency, ay, and Necſſi too; and a Kriptural Form 
of Prayer I can heartily join in. But I beg leave to otter a few 
Things on this part of our Controverſy, viz. 

1. 1 have read that in the fir Three Hundred Years there were 

no ff inted Liturg ies or impoſed Forms of Hrayer; bur every one 
that officiated, delivered himſelf in ſuch Terms as beſt pleaſed 
him, and varied- his Petitions according to the preſent Circum— 
ſtances and Emergencies. The great Man quoted ſeveral times 
before (who has made a very Diligent and Impartial, ſearch 
into Antiquity) aſſures us, that there is not the leajt mention of 
reſcribed Forms in any of the Primitive Writings, nor the leaſt 
Word or Syllable tending thereunto, but rather fome Expriſſions in- 
timating the comrary f. He inſtances in ſeveral, tor which 
| refer you to the Book pointed at, which, tho Publithed about 
Four and Twenty Years ſince, has received no Anſwer to this 
Day. | | 1 

: Form: ſeem to have been introduced in a time of Degenera- 
cy, when Men's Devotion was languiſbing, and Minillers, either 
becauſe of their Jonorance o ludiſferency, were not capable of 
making Prayers of their own ; which in my Opunon is no 
very recommending Conſideration, _ 

3. The Inexpediency of being tied up to an [variable Form, 
15 as good as acknowledged by ſome of the beſt Men of the 
Church of England; why elſe do they, many of them, pray in 
the Pulpit as the Diſſenting Miniſters do? 

4. J apprehend there's the ſame Occaſion for Reading Homi- 
lies, inftead of Sermons, as for uſing conſtant Forms of Prayer. 


— —— 2 — 


— — — _- . 2— — 


* Biſhep Wilkins“ Gift of Prayer, p. 12. 
ft Euquary, &c. Part 2. P. $1, 42, 
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They were both compoſed' at the ſame time, and deſigned to 
aſſiſt the Clergy, who in the beginning of the Reformation were 


Ff none of the moſt Learned; and if you will be tenacious of one, 
a why are you not fond of the other too? 

= 5. | have examined my Bible with all the care 1 am able, and 
t can't ſee any Authority for preſcribing ſet Forms of Prayer, and 
t obliging Miniſters and People to uſe theſe, and no other. 


pj As to the Liturgy of the Church of England, you know I muſt 
e YJ fpeak of it with Caution. However, I hope no one can be 
- FF offended if I ſay, | | | 
1. I think the Matter of it to be for the moſt part good, and 
the Prayers ſuch as I can without ſcruple join in. 1 
4 2. J reckon it an extraordinary Work, conſidering at what 
time, and in what Circumſtances it was compoſed. But 
3. The Liturg) has been amended more than once already 
ſince it was firſt made; and | preſume it will be no Crime 
co ſay, that it is not yet fo complear, but it might in many 
7 particulars be altered to very good Advantage. Biſhop Stilling- 
leet mentioning ſeveral things in the Book of Common Prayer 
excepred againſt by the Diſſenters, is free to own, that if they 
were Reviewed, Explained, or Amended, it may be ſo far from 
being a Diſhonour to this Church, that it may add to the Glory of 
it *. And the late eminently Learned and Pious Biſhop of 
Lincoln (now Lord Archbiſhop of Camerbury) ſpeaking of a 
Scheme that was laid towards the End of a= © ponds Reign, 
and deſigned to be carried on when King William came to the 
Throne, to gain the Diſſenters, and in order thereunto, to Re- 
view and Enlarge the Liturgy, by correcting of ſome Things, and 
adding of others, calls this a good Defign ; which was approved of 
(ſays his Lordſhip) by a Sett of Men than which the Church was 
never at any one time bleſſed with either wiſer or better ſince it was 
a Church. And 1 am perſuaded (adds this incomparable Perſon) 
it would have been for the Intereſt and Peace of our Church and State, 
had it been accompliſhed F. 55 
4. | can't perſuade my ſelf that the worthy Compilers of the 
Engliſh Liturgy ever thought that ir would have been made 
an Iuvariable Form, and that after Ages would be obliged to 
uſe this, and no other. So far from that, I am confident were 
they alive now, they would think it capable of great Improve- 
ments; though one would fancy by the Subſcription required 
co it, that it was eſteemed by ſome a Divine Book, and that 
there was no Defect, nor the leaſt Sign of Humane Frailty in 
the whole Compoſure. 
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*® See Preface to the (Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, p. 92. 

f Vid. Li/hop of Lincoln's Speech at the opening of > Second Article of Impeach- 
ment againſt Dr. Sacheverel. | 
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F. I ſhould, for my own part, like the Liturgy much better, 
if it was drawn up in Scripture Expreſſions. If the Confeſſions, 
Petitions and Thankſgivings were more particular ; ſome Phraſes 
in it left out, and others more proper and intelligible put in the 
room of them; if the Multitude of Collects were brought into 
one or two longer Prayers, read by the Miniſter lone; the 
People only my Amen, at the Concluſion, as the Manner 
was formerly . But as your Service is managed now, it does 
not affect me ſo much as free (which you call Extempore) 
Prayer. 

On. But will you conſider a little; is it not highly expe- 
dient, that the People ſhould know before-hand what the 
Prayer is, they are to join in; undoubtedly they ought to have 
ſome time to deliberate, whether the Things pray'd for are fit 
to be requeſted at God's Hands, and whether they are agreeable 
to his Will or not; for unleſs they are ſatisfied concerning this, 
they can't pray in Faith, and ſo can't hope to be accepted. 
iI [ tell you, 


Non. Sir, You muſt not reckon me unmannerly, 1 
I think there is very little weight in this Objection ; for, 

I. The Matter of Prayer is Plain. We know our Sins, Wants 
and Mercies, as ſoon as we hear them mentioned; and I could 
never find that our Miniſters offer up ſuch Petitions to God, as 
require ſo much time to deliberate whether they are agreeable 
to his Will or not. | | 5 

2. When your Miniſter Preaches, you are required to Hear 5 
in Faith, and therefore according to your Notion, he ſhould * 
ſend you his Sermon to be read over before- hand, that you may | 
deliberate whether it is agreeable to God's Word or not, and 
indeed your way of Reaſoning concludes as much for Homil ies 
or Forms of Preaching, as for Forms of Prayer. 5-0 

2. When any extraordinary Faſt or Day of Thankſgiving isn 
appointed by Authority, the Forms which are compoſed for ſuch ©. 
Occaſions, are ſeen by ſcarce any but the Miniſters of Pariſhes ; 
and don't the People pray in Faith for want of reading over 
theſe Prayers before-hand ? 1 believe they would be very angry 
with a Diſſenter that ſhould offer to ſay they do not: And yet 
a noted Author of your own, and one of the bittereſt Enemies 
of (what you call) extempore Prayer, reflects ſo far on the 

Devotion of the Church, as well as on the Management of his 
Superiours, as to pronounce it impoſſible fer the People to join 
as they ought in theſe Offices, unleſs they peruſe them before-hand, 
and thereby make themſelves acquainted with them f. 

. "Tis certain (as a very worthy Miniſter obſerves) 

1 God's People did not know what Solomon would pray for, 


—_—_ 


* 1 n m — — 


® x Chron. 16. 36. 1 Conn. 14. 16, | 
4 Vid. Bennet's Diſceurſe of joint Prayer, p. 129, 


& 1 Kings 


© 1 Kings 8. 


leaſt Hint that they ever ſo much as once did ſo. They might 


nor what Hezekiah, 2 Chron. 30. nor reread | 
« 2 Chron. 20. nor Ezra, Exra 9. yet this was no Prejudice to 
< their Devotion **, Ls 

On. If you have faid all you intended on this Head, while 
it is in my Mind, give me leave to mention one thing, which, 
F think will anſwer the whole you have urg'd in behalf of Ex- 
tempore- Prayer, and againſt Forms. Did not our Lord pre- 
feribe a Form of Prayer to his Diſciples, and bid them ſay, 
Our Father, &c. And can you ſuppoſe our. bleſſed Saviour 
would have done this, had he not ſeen a Neceſſity for it? 

Non I am not ſorry you have mentioned this Inſtance of the 
Lord i- Prayer, becauſe I have an Opportunity of telling you my 
Sentiments concerning ir, in which I agree with moſt Diſſen- 
ters I have yet convers'd with, Pleaſe then to take notice : _ 

1. You may be ſure I eſteem the Lord g- Prayer to be the beſt, 
the moſt full, perfect, and comprehenſive Prayer that ever was 
compoſed in the World ; and that it was impoſſible for the 
united Wiſdom of all the Men upon Earth to make one equal to 


It, ſuited to the time and Perſons for whom it was principally 


made. | 
2. The Miniſter J hear, uſes it, the 4ſſembly of Divines re- 


comment it ; and this is the firſt thing we generally teach our 


Children. So that our Contemning the Lord's- Prayer, which 
ſome Dealers in Scandal have ſo confidently charged us with, 
is a notorious Falfity. Yet, | 
| 3. We have no account that the Apoſtles did in their Aſſem- 
blies conſtantly join in the Uſe of this Prayer, nor indeed the 


uſe it as a Forms for any thing we know to the contrary ; but 
this is more than any one can pretend to prove from the Records 


of theſe Times X. | 
4. There ſeems to be a great deal of Reaſon to think, that 


our Lord never intended to oblige his Followers to the Uſe of 


the ſame Words invariably : If he had, I believe the Exangel iſts 
would have recorded this Prayer in the fame Words ; but this 
they have not done. The fourth Petition is expreſs'd in diffe- 
rent Terms. St. Matthew has it thus, Toy 4p]ov nk mov £7185 roy 


%s n o Give ut this Day our daily Bread, chap. 6. 


St. Luke thus, T& 4p]ov 119 rv emuotor Sis n in pepay;, 
Give us Day by Day our daily Bread, chap. 11. The fifth Feti- 
tion likewiſe is differently worded : One Evangeli/} has it thus, 
% apts M,, Th WuAnpaſe nh ws 1) hae apieul Tols d 
Tais i, And forgive us our Debts, 4s we forgive our Debtors, 
The other thus, Y dess nu rds dpaplias i, N N auvrot 


— 


* Mr. Moor's Anſwer to My. Hole's Letters, p. 50. 5 
Mr. Robinſon's Review of the Caſe of Liturgies, p. 81, 838. 
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dels ares) i Ghelney1r , And oy ut gur Sins, for ne 
alſo forgive every. one that is indebted to uu. And (which is 
yet more conſiderable) St. Luke leaves out the whole Conclu- 
fion, dix. for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever, Amen, Now if our Saviour intended to oblige his 
Followers to the invariable Uſe of the very ſame Words, I 
would be glad to know whoſe Words we are obliged to uſe, 
Matthew's or Lnke's, and why one's Form rather than the o- 
ther's ? for I think this is of Importance, 


5. The Difference I have taken notice of in the two Evan- 


geliſts, inclines me to believe, that our Lord deſigned no more 


than to give his Diſciples a Directory for Prayer, and that they 
were to reduce their Petitions to ſome or other of theſe Heads; 
and I can tell you, the learned Grotius, of whom your Divines 


are ſuch great Admirers, is of this Mind &. 


6. I have read, that the conſtant Repeating this Prayer, was 
not eſteem'd neceſſary, but frequently omitted by the Primitive 
Chriſtians, The eminent Writer I have mention'd ſeveral times 
before, inſtances in the heavenly Prayer of Pohcarpus at the 
Stake, in which the Lord's- Prayer is not uſed at the Beginning 
nor Ending 7. 

7. If after all, you inſiſt upon it, that when we pray, ſay, &c. 
muſt be underſtood as a Command to pray in theſe Words, I 
don't ſee how the Uſe of any other Prayers, not thoſe of the 


Liturgy it ſelf, can (according to this Notion) be juſtifiable, 


nor how you can ſo much as beg a Blefling upon your Meat, or 
Jay Grace, without breaking a Commandment. e 

Con, J ſuppoſe you have done with this Head; and I can't 
forbear ſaying, that I am better fatisfied concerning the Diſ- 
ſenters way of Praying, and ſhall be leſs forward to condemn 
it than formerly. But there's one thing which makes me very 
angry with thoſe of your Perſuaſion. 1 am told the Scriptures 
are never read in your Congregations. This is a Neglect that 
deſerves a ſevere Cenſure; What can you ſay for ſuch an O- 
miſſion? 

Non. Say, Sir ? I fay there's no Truth in what you have 
been informed of. Indeed we don't read the Apocrypha in our 
Aſſemblies, as you do in the Church of England; but the Scri- 
ee of the Old and New-Teſtament are generally read in our 

eetings, and thoſe abuſe us greatly who give out the con- 
trary. 


» — 1 1 — * — PI EY 11 — 
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Non enim præcipit Chriſtus verba recitari, quod nec legimus Apoſtolos feciſſe, 


| 8 id quoque fieri cum fxuftu poteſt, ſed matcriam precum hinc promere. 


id. Annotat. in Mat. 6. 9. 
Vid. Enquiry into the Conſtitution, & e. Pact 2. p. 34. 


Con, 
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3 Con. And 


1 think can't be vindicated *. 


rere een. 

whit need, I pray, of this Fling at the Apocrypha? 
What Harm can there be in reading theſe Writings in our 
Ohdrcheg? © 77 oO 2 „„ FA 

Non. J can't like it on the following Accounts : 

1. Theſe Books are no Part of the ſacred (anon, neither were 
they penn'd by the Direction of the Holy Spirit, as the Scrip- 
tures were. | : ; 

2. The Reading theſe as a Part of Divine Service, binding them 


up with your Bibles, and calling them Holy Scripture (as you do 


in the Order for reading the Leſſons) makes ignorant People 
think, that the Apocrypha is of equal Authority with the Old or 


 New-Teſtament. Tis true, the Church, in one of her Articles, 


hath ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed between the Canonical and Apo- 
cryphal Books, but very few of the Common-People have read 
theſe Articles, or know the Contents of them, and ſo are 
led into an Error which I ſhould not care to be the Occaſion 
of. 3 

3. There are many things in the Apocryphal Writings, which 


are trifling and impertinent, and others a great deal worſe ; wit- 


neſs the approving the Fact of Simeon againſt the Sechemites, 


Judith 9. which was a perfidious Revenge, and barbarous Mur- 
ther, as any one may ſee that will read over the Story, Gen. 34. 
The Commendation that is given of Fudith's Urtraths, chap. 13, 
14. The Angel's directing Tobias to the Uſe of a Charm to drive 
away the Devil, Tob. 6. His telling a notorious Lye, in de- 


claring himſelf to be of the Tribe of Naphthali, chap. 7. 3. His 


ſaying, I am Raphael one of the ſeven holy Angels which preſent 
the Prayers of the Saints, and g0 in and out before the Glory of 
the Holy One, chap. 12. 15. Which derogates from the Honour 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whoſe Office, as Mediator, it be- 


longs to preſent the Prayers of his People to the Father. I 
could inſtance in ſeveral other Particulars of this Nature. Now 


to read ſuch Writings as theſe in Divine Service, impoſe them 


too, and (which is yet more unaccountable) to ſer aſide fo 
oreat a Part of the ſacred Canon, to make way for theſe, is whar 

Con, 1 own I ſhould be much better pleaſed, if the Apocrypha 
was never read in the Churches, and the neglecting ſo great a 
Part of Canonical Kripiure, for the ſake of theſe Books, is what 
I ſhall never be an Advocate for; and therefore we will let 
this drop, for Jam willing to talk of ſome other things before 
I take my leave of you. If my Memory does not fail me, you 
were but now commending the Diſſenters Way of adminiſtring 


* — 
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* Quis ferat ut capitibus veteris Inſtrumenti 188 vel negleQis vel prætermi ſſis, 


121. capita Apocr y pha legantur nulla m talem conſuetudinem ha bent Ecclęſiæ Chriſti, 


Vid. Apologiam pro Miniſtris iv Anglia Nonconformiſtis, &c. p. 16. 
| | & a the 
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the Sacraments, and intimating as if you thought, that in theſe 
they were more regular and ſcriptural than the Church of Eng- 
land. Pray give me ſome Account how they manage theſe 
Solemnities, and if you pleaſe, tell me firſt their way of Bap- 
tizing £ | . 
on. With all my Heart, The Diſſentert Way of Baptizing 

is commonly this. The Miniſter being ſatisfied of the Child's 
Right to the Ordinance, (for, by the way, he is not oblig'd to 
baptize all that are brought to him, as your Miniſters are) 
addreſſes himſelf to the Parent, or Parents, in the Face of the 

_ Congregation, repeats the Apoſtles Greed, or ſome other Con- 
feflion of Faith agreeable thereto ; asks if they believe theſe 
Articles of our holy Religion, and deſire to have their Child 
baptiz'd into this Faith; whether they are willing to give up 
themſelves to God in Covenant, and will engage for the re- 
ligious Education of their Little-One; particularly, if they 
will promiſe to teach it the Creed, Lord's- Prayer, and Ten Com- 

mandmoents, and do their utmoſt to bring it up in the Fear of 
the Lord. Upon a Promiſe of this, the Miniſter having pray'd 
for God's Bleſſing on the Ordinance, baptizes the Child in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, declares it a Member 
of the viſible Church, gives God Thanks for his Goodneſs, par- 
ticularly to the Mother and Child, and concludes with a Bleſ- 
ſing. But becauſe there is no certain Form of Baptiſmal Profeſſion 

_ preſcribed in Scripture, we do not confine our ſelves or others 
to one preciſe Method: Yer the Senſe and Subſlance of what 
I have repreſented, is the uſual Practice of Miniſters and People 
among us. 5 

Con. This is very well. But the Method of the Church of 
England, ] think, is much better; and what you can ſee in that, 
which ſhould be the leaſt Occaſion of your Separation fiom us, 
I can't imagine. | 

Non. There are ſeveral Things in your Office for Baptiſm, 
which I can't approve of, being liable to very 7»/f Exception, 
and ſuch as I am not athamed to. mention among the Reaſons of 
my Nonconformity. | | 

Con. Pray what is one of them? 

Non. | object againſt Godfathers and God mot hers, according to 
the Uſage of the Church of England. 

Con. * may object againſt theſe, but I am ſatisfied the 
Grounds of your Scruple muſt be frivolous and unreaſonable, 
This I am ſure of, Sureties in Baptiſm was a Cuſtom in the 
firſt Ages of the Church, and I can't ſee but there is the ſame 
need of them now, as there was then. Parents may die when 
Children are young, and it's a great Happineſs to have ſuch 
good Proviſion made for them; Jet that be as it will, there 
can't be too good Security given for Childrens Education . ſo 

| | | that 
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that you have Reaſon: rather to applaud the Wiſdom of our 
Church in this Particular, than to find fault with its Offices or 
Conſtitution. ; *, 5 b f 

Non. Pleaſe to hear what I have to ſay, and then judge whe- 
ther my Objection be as frivolous as you repreſent it. You ſhall 
have my Thoughts in as few Words as poſſib le. „ 

1. Allowing Sureties or Sponſors in Baptiſm to be an early 
Cuſtom in the Church; that they were uſed in the Apoſtles 
Time, or by their Appointment, no one pretends to prove, So 
far from that, I have read that Juin Martyr (who lived in the 
ſecond · Century) when he mentions the Method and Form of 
Baptiſm, fays not one Word of theſe *. 4875 

2. In a time when Chriftians were expoſed to continual Per- 
ſecutions, it might be convenient to have Sponſors to ſtipulate 
for the Education of Children, and to promiſe, that in caſe 

the Parents ſhould die, or apoſtatize, they would take Care of 
ſuch Children themſelves. | ; 

3. If any well-diſpoſed Perſons now, will, in compaſſion: to 
thoſe Children whoſe Parents are dead, or notoriouſly wicked 
and Atheiſtical, take them as their own, receive them into 
their Families, and engage to ſee them brought up in a Chri- 
ſtian Life (for the late good Biſhop of Sarum thinks that no 
one ought to do this Office for another, but he that js willing 
10 charge himſelf with the Education of the Child for whom he an- 
ſwers f) J have not ſo much to ſay againit ſuch being admitted as 
Sponſors in Baptiſm. | = 
When Children are baptized, were ſome particular Perſons 
made Choice of to be in the Nature of coliateral Securities ; 1 
mean to mind Parents of their Duty when they grow remiſs and 
negligenr, and to excite them to a more conſcientious Perfor- 
mance of the ſolemn Vows they bring themſelves under, Cc. 
1 believe none of us ſhould queſtion the Lawfulneſs of this. 
But, | ode 

iſt, Godfathers and Godmothers with you, are the only Co- 
venanters for Children, and the Parents, by the Canon, muſt not 
be required ſo much as to be preſent **, though it be upon the 
ulm ff of their Faith that their Infants have a Right to Bap- 
tiſm f. | 

2dly, Some who are hardly paſs'd the Age of Children them- 
ſelves, and ſo don't underſtand what they promiſe, are admit- 
ted as Sponſors or Sureties ; and others a& as ſuch by Proxy, 
which 1 think is no better than playing with ſacred Things, and 
very much leſſens the Solemnity of Chriſt's Ordinance. 


60a ce. om a. 
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* Hnquiry, &c. Part 2. P- 87. 1 Paſtoral Care. F 2 186. : * X Ca non 29. 
tj Un fidei Profeſſionem edere debent quia ſides eſt conditio Fœderis ex parte 
parentum. Altare Damaſ. Edit. ult. p. 608. 


3dly, 


| 


i it nere true, there is no Poſſibility of knowing X. 
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upon too valuable to be on any Terms parted with, and am con- 


AY-NONCONTORMYTY jrnrmens 
zZaͤly, Do you think there's one in à thouſand who p | 
what he-promiſed on ſuch an Occaſion, or ever intended it, or 
that could be as good as his Word, had he never ſo great a 
Mind to it ? And can it be well, to demand of any, things 
which are manifeſtly impracticable? I ſubmit this to your ſeri- 
ous Thoughts. ee ee WEEN 
Athly, The Queſtions and Anſwers which are a Part of your 
Office for Baptiſm, (ſuch as, Doſt thou believe in God the Father 
Almighty, &c? Anſw. All this I fkedſaſtly believe. Milt thou 
be baptized in this Faith? Anſw. That is my deſire. Wilt thou 
then vbediently keep God's holy Will, xc? Anſw. I will, 8c.) 
are in my Opinion very improper, and (as one well obſerves) 


feem to imply the Neceſſity of an attual Prof ſſivn of Faith to bt made 
by every: one before he is baptized, which deſtroys Infanr-Baptiſm, 


And not only ſo, but they require Perſons to declare that concern- 


* 


ing the Child, which there is no Reaſon to believe to be true, or which, 


Fthly, It is common for Godfathers and Godmothers, when 
they have brought themſelves under ſo many and ſuch folemn 
Engagements, immediately to give the Charge back to the Pa- 
rents; by which they reckon themſelves diſcharged from the 
Promiſes they made but juſt before. Thus they are guilty of a 


perjurious Breach of the Vow they made in the Face of the 


Congregation, and at the ſame time plainly acknowledge, that 
Parents are the propereſt Perſons to take Care of their own 
Chil:ren, as undoubtedly they are. - 
Should you ask what there is in any of the aforementioned 
things ro make me ſcruple Conformity ? My anſwer is in a 
Readineſs. I have Children of my own, and it may pleaſe God 
to bleſs me with more, I eſteem it my Privilege, as well as Daty, 
ro devote them to God in Baptiſm, which I am not allow'd to 
do in the Church of England. This I complain of as a great 
Hardſhip ; becauſe J am obliged to quit a Kizht which 1 look 


ſtrain'd to procure Perſons to promiſe that which, I am ſatisfied 
in my Conſcience, they muſt of neceſſity fail of performing; 
by which J put them on ſinning againſt God, and make my 
ſelf a partaker with them in their Guilt. This I] dread, and 
therefore mention it among the Reaſons of my Nonconformity. 
But this is not all. Theres another thing which ſticks as much 
with me as God ſathers and God mothers. 
Con. Pray what is that? 

Non. The Croſs in Baptiſm. This gives me and many thou- 
fands in England great Offence, and as long as I can have my 
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* Mr. James Pierce“ Conſide ration: on the ſixth Chapter of the Avridgment, C6. 


Children 


7. 55 a 


r 
Children baptized without this Addition to Ch 
can never conſent to its being done in your Way. 922 
. Con, Now, my Friend, you are more nice than wiſe (par- 
don the Freedom of the Expreſſion. ) The Goſs has undoubt- 
edly been of very long ſtanding in the Church; and, as far as 
L can fee, is a very harmleſs and commendable Uſage. 


PR. 


Non. I hope I am very cautious of doing any thing which 1 


think God would be offended with, and I deſire to be thankful 
that my Conſcience is tender of ſinning. Whether J am wiſe 
in mentioning this Scruple, will beſt appear when you have 
heard the Reaſons on which it is grounded. Pleaſe then to take 
notice, | 1 n 

1. There's not one Word of the Croſs in Baptiſm, in the whole 
New Teſtament, neither was it ever uſed in the Apoſtles time; 
and the Inventions of Men in the Worſhip of God, I was never 
fond of, and hope never thall. . 1050 
2. I can't find that this Ceremony was uſed in the moſt Primi- 
tive, that is in the beff Ages of the Church. A Learned Mini- 
ſter of ours (the Reverend Mr. James Peirce) is very poſitive 
that there is nothing of this Nature in Clemens Romanus, Hermas, 


Barnabas, Ignatius or Polycarpus, that Juſtin Martyr does not 


ſo much as mention it; and that Tertullian himſelf (though he 


ſpeaks of the frequent Uſe of the Croſs in his Days) ſays no- 


thing of Croſſing in Baptiſm. So that our Author concludes with 
Mr. Daille, that the Croſs was never uſed in Baptiſm in the Three 
firſt Centuries &. a mw Le 1 
3. Suppoſe it was brought in, in Tertullian's. time, (though 
this is not granted nor proved) it is certain that ſeveral other 
Caſtoms, of as long ſtanding, are altogether negle&ed by the 
Church of England; and (ſays a Reverend Doctor of your own) 
& Is it not vain to ſay we think it reaſonable to appoint Three 
& Ceremonies out of due Reverence to Antiquity, when at the 
«© ſame time, we reject Twenty as ancient and ſignificant as they; 
© to reject Crofling of the Breaſt, and retaining Creſſing. on the 


« Forehead, to reject Crofling at the Conſecration of the Eu- 


« chariſt, and the Baptifmal Water, to reject Exorciſm, 
«© Chriſm, Unction, ITrine-Immerſion, and retain the Goſs: 
“ nin Baptiſm ? | 
4. The Goſs (as uſed in the Church of England) ſeems: to 
as much a Sacrament. as Men are capable of making one. 
Here's an outward and viſible Sign, viz. Croſſing, of an inward and 
ſpiritual Grace, viz, Faith and Chriſtian Fortitude ; the Party 
| baptized being ſigned with the Sign of the Croſs, in Token that: 
hereafter he ſhall not be aſpamed to confeſs the Faith of (briß, and 
maufully to fight under his Banner. Moreover the Candn' ſays, 
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* Confiderations on the 6th Chay, &. 1 Frotaſtant Rocnriler, p. 295. TA 


riſt's Ordinance, 
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that by this Sign the Infant is Dedicated to the Service of him 

that died upon the Croſs *, to which I add it is made a Sign of 
Chriſt's Merits ; for the ſame Canon ſpeaking of the Primitive 
Chriſtians (whoſe PraQice in this particular it mentions with 
Approbation) ſays, they Dedicated thei Children by this Badge to 
Chriſt's Service, whoſe Benefits beſtowed upon them in Baptiſm the 
Name of the Croſs did repreſent. So that, as far as I can perceive, 


CY 
* + 4 LEA 25x 77, aa 


* 


here's that added to the Worſhip of God, which in all other 


reſpects, beſides that of « Divine Appointment, has the Nature 


of a Sacrament, and I cant think any Church Governours upon 
Earth have it in their Commiſſion to do this. 


5. Baptiſm it ſelf is an Ordinance by which we are Dedicated 
to God's Service, and engaged to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt 
crucified, and manfulhj to oh under his Banner, &c. and for any 


to appoint another Rite for the ſame purpoſe, is not only Need- 


Jeſs and Impertinent, but a Reflection on our Lord's Inſtitution, 
as if it was defective, and not ſufficient to Anſwer the End for 


which he intended it. 


6. Why may not a Prieſt put his Finger into the Child's 
& Ears, in Token that it ſhall Hearken diligently to the Word 
& of God, and put Salt on his Tongue, in Token that his 
« Speech ſhall be ſeaſoned with Salt, as make an airy Groſs in its 
& Forehead, in Token that it ſhall confeſs a crucified Chriſt T? 

7. If it be faid, that the urch does not make the Sign of 
the Goſs neceiſary, but looks on Baptiſm as compleat without 
it; I would be glad to know why ſhe requires the Children 
who have had Private Baptiſm (when the Gal; is uſually omit- 
red) to be brought to the Congregation afterwards to be ſigned, 
why thoſe who ſcruple it, muſt not have their Children bap- 
tized at all; and how the Continuance of it can be accounted 
for, when ſuch a Number of Chriſtians are offended at it, and 
the Church her ſelf acknowledges that it doth neither add any 
thing to the Vertue and Perfection of Baptiſm, nor being omitted, 
doth detract any thing from the Effect and Subſtance of it Y*, Sir, 
Theſe Things are to me no Trifles ; neither can J be ſatisfied 
in this Ceremony; and ſince the Miniſter of the Pariſh refuſes 
to Baptize my Children without it, I think it my Duty to ap- 


- ply my ſelf to ſome other that will. 


6 


Con. What! Will you not allow the Church a Power to 
decree ſuch Kites and Ceremonies as ſhe thinks will contribute to 
the Decency of God's Worſhip ? 5 

Non. Tour Church I know claims ſuch a Power as you ſpeak 
of ff, but on what Text of Scripture ſhe founds her Claim, I 
could never learn, If that indefinite Propoſition be true, The 
Church hath Power to Decree Rights and Ceremonies, I dont ſes 
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® Canin 3 0. 4 Melius Inquirendum, p. 72. * Canon 30. ft Article 20. 


why 


nn CABNONCONEORACEEY  Wrfees $5 
why ſhe may not detree Teng or a Hundrel, as well as No 


or Three; for the pretence of Decency (oF which ſig ig; to be 
the jodge) will bear her out in it: Abd what fhalſ we ſoon 
come to, if ſome People get the Aſcendant oe 
On. I take Notice of your Scruples with regard to our way 
of Baptizing, and promiſe you to think them over when I come 
home. In the mean time, what have you to ſay concerning the 
other Sacrament, and the Method of its Adminiſtration in the 
Charch of England? For; if I dont forget my ſelf, ou hinted 
but now, a5 if this: was not pleaſing to you neither. i 
Mon. I have only this to ſay, that I think the Diſſenting 
Method in ſolemniking this Ordinance of the. Lond s. fer, is 
much more agreeable to our Saviours Ifitut ion than yours;i and 
| Hican't but prefer iv for that Reaſon n .œꝰ [-n 
n. Pray how is this Sacrament adminiſtred in yauf Con- 
gregations ?- 1 11 10 nv ON Ups 
Non. In the Places where IJ have been, the Method is this: 
A Preparation Sermon having: been Preached, and ſqmetimes 
a Faſt kept the Week before, the Morning's Service being end- 
ed; the Table covered with a clean Linnen- Cloth, the Bread 
and Wine provided, and ſet on it; and the Communicants ha- 
ving ſeared themſelves as they ſee moſt convenient, the Mini · 
ſter begins with a Sacramental Diſcourſe or Exhortation, Reads 
the Words 6f Inſtitution, Conſecrates the Elements, breaks the 
Bread, and diſtributes it, pours out the Wine, and diſtributes 
that, uling ſuch Expreſſions as the Scripture directs, and returns 
Thanks; The People join in Singing a proper Pſalm or Hymn; 
a bleſling is pronounced, and after a Collection for the Poor, all 
fetive to thai Homes: | i 11, erte 

Gn. The Communicants ſeated, themſelves, ' what is ſitting 
your Poſture” while you are receiving the Lord's: Supper? Me- 
thinks nothing can be more irreverent on ſo ſolemn an Occaſion. 
Undoubtedly when we come to receive our Pardon at God's 
Hands the loweſt Proſtration becomes us; I think therefore 
that Kneeling, which our Church injoins, is by far the moſt 
proper Geſture when we approach God's Alta. 

Non | can't be of your Mind for rheſe Reaſons: .; | ... 

1. When the Sacrament was firſt, iuſtituted, Chriſe, and his 
Apoſtles did not Kned, but Sate ina leaning. Poſture; Which was 
the Table Geſture in that Country at that time. oo omen. 

2. I don't find that the Primitive Chriſtians received the Sa- 
ecrament in the Poſture uſed by the Charch of England. Tertul- 
lian ſays, that on the Lord -a) (when all agree the Sacrament 
was uſually clebrated) they accounted it a Sin to Worſhip. Kneel= 
ing *. And a great Divine of the Church calls it a NC; 
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and (aps He) „ to retuin this © Kneeling Poſture: at the Recep- 
© tion of the Sacrament, out of due Reverenoe to Antiquity, 
t. wheti #9. ſuch Poſtare was uſed by Antquity, | fear cannot be 
ce well excuſed from impoſing on the People. 12885 
3. Kneeling at the Sacrament is thought by many great Men, 
to be of no ſonger date than the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 
don't find (fays the Learned Monſieur L Arroque) that the 
*© People which came to the Communion, were obliged to ſet 


de themſelves in the Geſture of thoſe which Adore until that in 


© the Thirteem Century, the Adoration of the Sacrament was 
6. BARN is the Zerke Chad 4: +7 it -v 
4. Though the arch of England has declared 7 Adoring 
the Elements in-the Sacrament; yet I fear your Poſture of Re- 
ceiving, may harden Ignorant Pupiſts in their Molatry, and lead 
meal Proifiants; into an Error which would be of dangerous 
Conſequence to them. For if the Adoring Poſture (which a 
confiderabte' Writer of yours would fain think was uſed by the 
antient Chriſtians in the Act of Receiving) did very much con- 
duce to beget and nurſe up in the Minds of ſuperſtitious and 
fanciful Men a conceit. that Chriſt was really and corporally 


preſent at the Sacrament (as he verily believes it did **,) why 


may it not. be attended with the ſame ill Conſequences now ? 
I doubt iti may, and I ſcruple Kneeling on this account too. 
After all, Lam ſo far from being Cenſorious, that I am well 
farisfied' there are Thouſands of excellent Saints, who prefer 


this Geſture to any other, and if we could not poſſibly Receive 


the Lord's. Supper in another Poſture, moſt of us ſhould rather 
do it in yours, than live in the total negle& of ſo comfortable 
and important a Duty. But when I have an Opportunity of 
partaking of this Holy Ordinance in a way, which | believe 
in my Conſcience comes neareſt the original Inſtitution, which 
is more fuitable to a Feaſt, as well as to that condeſcending Fa- 
miliarity our Lord admirs his People to on this Occaſion, and 
which is leſs likely to give offence than the Geſture injoined by 
'the Eftabliſhed Church; ſure I may uſe my Liberty, and think 
my ſelf bound to do fo. | 

Gn, I can't but commend the Moderation you diſcover in 
this part of your Diſcourſe, and ſhould rejoice, for the fake of 
ſuch Diſſenters as are of your. temper, if the Poſture at the 
Sacrament was left indifferent, Have you any thing elfe to 
offer with regard to the Lord's. Supper? 


Non. Ves, I chuſe to join with the Diſſenters, becauſe 1 


find theres more care taken to maintain Purity in their Com- 
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* Proteſt. Reconciler, 294, 298. 
1 Hiſtory of the Euchariſt, p. 117. 
*® Abridgnent of the London Caſes, p. 168, 
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munions, than I could ever yet ſee in the Church of - England, 
With us, Miniſters are cautious whom they admit to the Holy 
Sacrament, in Imitation of the Primitive Churches, vrho recei- 
ved none but ſuch as were in the Number of the Faithſul, that 
is, who believe the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and lead a holy 
and a pious Life x. Our Minifters Examine Perſons before-hand, 
as to their Knowleege and other Qualifications ; give their Peo- 
ple due Notice, that ſuch and ſuch defire ro communicate with 
them, that proper Enquiries may be made into their Conver- 
ſations, and they may be recieved, or kept off, as they are found 
to behave themſelves. By this means the grosſly ignorant and 
openly Prophane are excluded, and none admitted but thoſe 
whoſe Profeſſion 1s, in the Judgment of Charity, credible ; but 
1 could never find this care taken among you, all being received 
who come and offer themſelves, 5 | 
Con. Not ſo faſt, my Friend, pray do the Charch Juſtice. If 
| you read the Kybrick before the Communion, you will find it 
there ordered, that“ ſo many as intend to be Partakers of the 
Holy Communion, fhall ſignifie their Names to the Curate 
& at leaſt ſometime tha Day before ; and that if any of theſe be 
& an open and notorious evil Liver, &c. fo that the Congre- 
&« gation be thereby offended, the Curate having knowledge 
& thereof, ſhall call him, and advertiſe him, that in any wiſe 
„ he preſume not to come to the Lord's-Table, until he hath 
c openly declared himſelf to have truly repented, GC. Beſides 
this, the Kubrick at the end of the Office for Confirmation, ſays 
expresſly: There ſhall none be admitted to the Holy Com- 
„ munion until ſuch time as he is Confirmed, or be ready and 
& defirons to be Confirmed”, And what can be done more to 
maintain Order and Purity ? 3 | 


Nen. IJ know the Church has taken the Precautions you ſpeak 
of. -- But. © © 

1. If ſuch as deſign to come to the Sacrament were required 
to ſend their Names to the Miniſter ſooner than the Day before 
the Communion, I conceive it might turn to a better account 
than ſo [hort a Notice, 

2. When the (urate has the Perſons Names ſent him, how 
is he fatisfied that they have Knowledge enough to diſcern the 
Lord's-Body, without which they can't be worthy Commun- 
cants 2 Methinks if they were obliged to come and talk with 
the Miniſter before their Admiſhon, it would be to much better 
purpoſe than ſending their Names to him. 


3. Is this Order obſerved ? It not (though I own it's none of 


the Church's Fault) my ſcruple has ſtill too great a Founda- 
tion, 
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F Enquiry, &c, Part 2. p. 136. | | | 
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As to What the Rebrickſays of the Oratt's' aduertiſing ſean- 


dalous Perſons not to come to the Lord's- Table, I could never 


yet ſee any extraordinary Fruits of it. 1 fear there are but 
few who conform to the Direction of the Church in this par- 
ticular ; and if they did, I am told they can do little more than 
Advertiſe Offenders ; and if a Garate will pretend to deny them 
the Sacrament they may Proſecute him for ſo doing , eſpecially 
if they do but ſay they Kepent, tho' they give no manner of 
Evidence of their being in earneſt. This is moſt certain, ſince 


the receiving the Sacrament according to the Church of England 


has been made a Qualification for Places of Tra/t and Profit in 
the Government, it a Man is nominated to ſuch a Place, and 
a Curate ſhould refuſe to give him the Holy Communion, tho 
it be upon the account of his notorioufly wicked and immoral 
Life (for in the beſt regulated Government in the World, there 
will be ſome of this Character) the Perſon fo refuſed will bring 
his Action at Law againſt ſuch a Carate, and recover conſider- 
able Damages of him too tor ſuch a Refuſal. So that as far as 
can ſee, very little good is to be hoped for from that Kubrick. 
With regard to the other you mention, which relates to (on- 
firmation, J ſhall only fay ; if Ministers of Pariſhes (who are 
ſuppoſed to be beſt acquainted with the State of their ſeveral 
Flocks, and have frequently Opportunities to examine Perſons 
concerning their underſtanding the Baptiſmal Covenant, Cc.) 
had the Buſineſs of Confirmation committed to them, great Ad- 
vantages might be expected from it, but as that matter ſtands 
now, where's the Benefit ? Is there one to many of thoſe who 
Communicate, that was ever Confirmed ? Did you ever know 
your Miniſter require of any a Proof or Certificate of their 


Confirmation? And if he did, conſidering how ſeJdom a Bi- 


[pop comes into the Countrey, that he is a perfect Stranger to 
the far greater part of thoſe he Jays Hands on, in what Con- 
tuſion and Diſorder this is uſually done, how curſorily per- 
formed, and ſlubber d vir (as Biſhop Killing fleet himſelf ex- 
preſſes it ) and that no more is required of any who go to be 
Confirmed, than a bare ſaying a few Anſwers in the Church 
Catechiſm (which they may be able to do withour underſtand- 
ing a Word of what they ſay) and moſt are never examined 
at all, how is the Church like to be the purer or the better for 
this? 


vu. 
— — — 


* My. John Raſtrick, ſometime Vicar of Kirkton near Bofton fn Lincolnſhire, 
Ke "ſing to give a Gentleman of his Fariſh the Sacrament at Chriſtmas, A. D. 1681. 
had an Action brought againft him at Common-Law, and conſtrained to let the 
Gentleman come again to the Sacrament, without any Repentance, and to pay all 
the Charges he had been at before he would ſtop Proceedt-g. See an Account of 
Mr. Rattrick's Aon-Conformily (at the End of - 34 Part of Dr. Calamy's Das 
fence, &c.) p. 11- 2 i . | | 

3 Unreaſoaableneſs of Separation, p. 274, 
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Cn. But why are you ſo uncharitable, and ſo forward to re- 
flect upon your Neighbours ? There are thoſe in your Societies 

who are as great a ſcandal to Religion, as any that belong to 
our Communion. | ] 
Mon. I beg you would not take me wrong; I aſſure you, Sir, 
a8 f am far from taking pleaſure in cenſuring any among you, 
ſo l don't pretend to juſtify all that belong to us. It is too evi- 
dent that there are many of all Denominations, who are a 
Diſhonour to Chriſtianity, and ſtain their Profeſſion by an un- 
ſuitable Behaviour. Diſſenters have bad Men among them, as 
well as you, and 1 don't think the pureſt Churches upon Earth 
are without Corrupt Members. If there was a Daytor in our 
Saviour's own Family, it can't be expected that any Society now. 
ſhould be without one; but this is not the Caſe. That which 
I infiſt on is, that there are not jo many openly Profane Perſons 
(I mean in Proportion) who Communicate with the Diſſenters, 
as there are in Communion with the Church of England If 
you think J am partial in our Favour, let the World judge. 
This I know, when any one of the Society I belong to, is 
guilty of any groſs and ſcandalous Crime, and the matter of 
Fact is proved againſt him, he is ſuſpended from the Sacrament, 
until he gives 33 of his Repentance; but there is no 
ſuch thing that ever I could ſee among you. 
Con. Suppoſe all this be true. If you are ſincere, what could 
you be the worſe, if all you Communicate with thould be De— 
bauchees or Hypocrites f 

Non. 1 know 1 ſhall never fare the worſe for other People's 
Sins, unleſs I ſome way or other make my ſelf a Partaker with 
them in their guilt. But yer 

1. It is for the Honour of the Church that it be kept as pure 
as poſſible, and not left to be a Sink of all forts of Sin and 
Wickedneſs. | | 

2. It would tend much to the Conviction of an Atheiftical 
Unbelieving World, if there was more Purity in Chriſtian So- 
Cieties. | 

3. The Apoſtle obſerves (1 Grin, 5. 6.) that a little Leaven, 
leaveneth the whole Lump, and that I may the better ſecure my 
own Innocency, | chuſe to join with a Society where I find 


the ſtricteſt Holineſs | 


7 Sj CT 
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4. 1 find it moſt comfortable to join in a Communion of Saints, 


ox ſuch as I have good Reaſon to think are ſo. | 

5. | apprehend it to be moſt profitable to be in ſuch a Society; 
bechuſe j may expect to reap more Benefit by the Prayers of real 
Chriſtians, than by the Prayers of the wicked which are an abo- 
mination to the Lord. $a, 

6. I am not without Fears that 1 may harden wicked Men 
in their Sin, if 1 join wich them when 1 can Communicate in 
N ; | FS bang etter 
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better Company. On theſe and other Accbunts I think Lought 
to prefer the pureſt Communion, and I am fatisfied the Diſſen- 
ter 's is ſo, there being a ſtricter Diſcipline maintained among 
them than in the Pariſh Church. 10 ee Xi 

Con. Now you make me ſmile. What! Presbyterians talk of 
Diſcipline ! Good Neighbour what ſort of Diſcipline can you 
pretend to? FT La 

Non. The fame which our Lord prefcribed, Matt. 18. 15, 
16, 17. If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him 
his Fault between him and thee alone? If he ſhall hear thee, thou 
haſt gained thy Brother, But if he will not hear thee, then take 
one or ino more, and if he ſhall neglect io hear them, tell it unto the 
Church, but if he neglect to hear the Church, let him be to thee 4 
an Heathen Man, and a Publican. 

Con. And is not this to be done with much greater Advan- 
tage in the Church of England, who has the Law to enforce. 
her Cenſares, than in your ſeparate Congregations ? 

Non. I will not ſay what is to be done, Per this I know, you 
your ſelves complain of the want of a God!y Diſcipline &, and 
have either made no Attempts at all or at leaſt very faint ones for 
reſtoring it F. The Prophane in many Pariſhes are very nume- 
your, If a Miniſter keeps any of them from the Communion 


the Rabrick obliges him to give an account of it in Fourteen 


days to his Ordinary. He muſt proſecute them in the Eccleſia- 
aſtical Courts, and do it at his own charge too: Beſides, Cauſes 
of this Nature are left to the Management of Lay-Men, who 
(as the late Biſhop of Sarum frankly owns) have © expoſed 
„the Authority of the Church, and of the. Cenſures of it, 
« chiefly Excommunication, to the Contempt of the Nation; 
«© by which the Reverence due to Holy Things is in fo great a 
« a Meaſure Joſt, and the dreadfulleſt of all Cenſures is now 
% become the moſt ſcorned and deſpiſed Y* . To which I add, 
after a great deal of time and Money has been ſpent in profe- 
cuting an Offender, it is but for him to ſay he Repents, and 
pay his Fees, and he comes home, and perhaps Jaughs at his 
Miniſter, demands Admiſſion to the Sacrament, and muſt be 
received, though there's no more than his bare Word, for his 
Reformation and Repentance. So that as far as I can fee Diſci- 
pline in our Dioceſes, as things now ſtand, is rendered altogether 
Impratticable. | | 

Con. I have but very little Time more to ſtay with you, 
and ſo can't pretend to make particular Replies to the ſeveral 
Things you have mentioned, with regard to Diſcipline ; and 
beſides, I am willing to hear the whole you have to ſay for 
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your eee ee we part. Have you any thing elſe 
too er? 5 wi ——_ 1 7 ; TTY 
Mon. 1 could mention a great many other Things which I 
cant like in the Church of England, if I thought there was any 
need of it, The Peoples reciting the Pſalms and Fhmns and 
ſome Petitions in the Prayers, by. turns with the Miniſter, I 
can't approve, their ſpeaking ſo loud beingto me very diſcom- 
poſing. The bowing towards the Eaſt and at the Mention of the 
Name of Jeſus, when there is no ſuch Reverence paid at the 
Name of God, Fehovah, &c. which to be ſure are equally ve- 
nerable, I will not ſay is ſuperſtitious, but it is what I could 
never ſee accounted for. The Sitting while the Epiſtles are read, 
and Standing at the Goſpels, looks us if you thought one Part 
of the Scripture. was worthy of more Reſpect than another, 
which is a miſtaken! Notion, and therefore not to be coun- 
tenanced. The Inſrumental Muſick. which is in many Places 
uſed in Divine Service, and the extraordinary Pomp of your 
Cathedral Devotion, does not ſeem ſuited to the Simplicity of 
the Goſpel, and looks too much like the Feniſh Worſhip to be 
brought into Chaiſhan Congregations. To which I can't for- 
bear adding, that the vaſt number of Holidays which the Church 
has appointed, 1s an unwatrantable Intrenchment on that time, 
which God by the Fourth Commandment has allowed us for 
our own Employments, and the ſetting of them on the ſame 
foot with the Lord's-Diy it ſelf, as ſome have done &, is what 
I can't but proteſt againſt, I might take notice of ſome other 

Particulars were there Occaſion ; but I think I have given you 
| Reaſons enough for my Separation from the Church of England, 
and joining with a Society of Proteſ ant Diſſemers. However, 
| ſince you have put me upon it, pleaſe to hear me a Word or 

two farther. | | 

1 am convinced (and I think on very good Grounds) that 
the Miniſters J hear are true Miniſters of Chriſt, and that it is 
his Will that they ſhould be employed as Labourers in his Vine- 
yard, Theſe Miniſters, I am ſatisfied, are very wrongfully and 
unjuſtly kept out of the Church. For unleſs they will renoznce 
their Ordination as null, which they dare not do; aſſent to this, 
that it i certain from the Word of God, that Children that are 
baptized dying before they commit actual Sin, are undoubtedly 
ſaved; to the damnatory Sentence in the Athanaſian Creed, to a 
Rule to find out Eaſter day for ever, which they. know to be 
falſe; to the Miſtranſlations of the Pſalms, &c. unleſs they will 
oblige themſelves to refuſe thoſe Children Baptiſm, whoſe Pa- 
rents ſcruple Sponſors, and the Sign of the Croſs, and ſo make 
the Door of the Church narrower than our Lord bimſelf has 
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made it: Unleſs they will keep all fach From the Commurilsf 
as are not ſatisfied to receive it kneeling (which a worthy Miz 
. nifter ſays, he could ſooner die at the Hale than come under En- 
gagement b do *:) Unleſs they will conſent to bay all Perſons 
(except Self-Murderers Excommunicate and Unbaptized) in ſure 
and certain Hope of the Reſurrection to eternal Life ; and (let the 
deceas d be never fo vile and wicked)” give God Thanks for 
taking to himſelf in prev Mercy, the Soul gur dear Brother (ox 
Siſter) here departed : Unleſy they will conſent to read the © = 
pocryphal Writings, in which there are ſo many Things excep- 
tionable (as I hinted before) and to publith ſuch Excommuni- 
cations (though for never ſo ſrivolous and unjaſt Cauſes) as Lay- 
Chancellors ſhall order them: In ſhort, unſeſs they will declare 
&© their unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to all and everything con- 
© tained and preſcribed in and by the Book of Common- Prayer, 
& and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments and other Rites and 
* Ceremonies of the Church”, &c. and ſubſeribe theſe Words 
(and that ex Anim, i. e. from his very Heart and Conſcience) 
ce That the Book of Common-Prayer and of orAaining Biſhops, &c. 
6 containeth in it nothing contrary to the Word of God, Gr. 
& and that they themſelves will uſe the Form in the ſaid Book 
6 preſcribed, and no 'other © : Unleſs” they will thus declare 
their Aſſent and Conſent, and ſubſcribe as aforeſaid, they can't 
be Miniſters in the Church. Theſe are hard Terms and ſuch as 
they apprehend they can't comply with without finning ; and 
therefore the Impoſition of them is unreaſonable and infurious. 
Now, I think my ſelf obliged to encourage and ſtand by an in- 
jured Miniſtry, eſpecially when it is a farther Reformation they 
are pleading for, and in adhering to them, I reckon 1 appear 
for the Cauſe of Chriſt. | FE] E Work 
Add to all that has been ſaid, I am fully convinc'd that no- 
thing has done more Miſchief to the Church, than that ipoſſn 
Spirit which ſome are ſo fond of; for (as Bithop Killing fleet 
obſerves) the main Iulet of all the Diſtraftions, Cunfuſions, and 
Diviſions of the Chriſtian World, hath bren by adding other Condi- 
tions of Church Communion, than Chriſt hath done T. And if Peo- 
ple will tamely bear all the Burthens which ſome are inclined 
to lay upon them, that Chriſtian Liberty with which Chriſt has 
made us free, will ſoon be at an End. I will therefore, as long 
as | live, bear my Teſtimony againſt all I»poſtions on the Cn. 
ſciences of Men; being ſatisfied that Chrift hath given the Church 
no Charter to bind Men up to more than himſelf hath done, or to 
exclude thoſe from her Society cho mill be admitted into Heaven *. 
And if I ſhew my Diſlike of ſuch Inpoſitians by a modeſt and 
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peaceable 


peaceable — from a Church where they are pleaded for 

and practiſed, and join with a Society of Chriſtians where I 
may ſerve God without any of theſe Clogs or Incumbrances, I 
think I do no more than is my Duty. 
On. I have ſtaid longer than | intended ; and therefore muſt 
put an end to our Diſcourſe for this time; only, methinks, 1 
would mind you of one thing, which I fancy ſhould prepon- 
derate againſt all you have faid ; and that is, you involve your 
ſelf in the Guilt of Shiſm, and cut your ſelf off from the Body 
of Chriſt by your Separation. 

Mon. If this were true, Separation from your Church would 
be a dreadful thing indeed, and | ſhould not have a Moment's 
Peace until I return'd to your Communion But the Guilt of 
Schiſm has been ſo often charg'd on the Diſſenters, and they 
have fo frequently and effectually diſcharg'd themſelves of it, 
that the Word does not appear half fo terrible as it did formerly; 
People being grown wiſer than to be ſcared with Sounds. I 
would not . you miſapprehend me, or think that | make 
light of real Schiſm. 1 believe it to be a great Sin, attended 
with many heinous Agravations, as well as fatal Conſequences. 
But when Perſons know themſelves innocent, they can be call'd 

Schiſmaticls a thouſand times over, and be very little diſturb d 
at it; this is undoubredly our C aſe. 

We are charged with Schiſm for Separation from your Na- 
tional Church, and yet you cannot pretend its Conſtitution, as 
National, to be of Divine Right. The only National Charch 
that God ever Inſtituted was among the Feng, but the coming 
of the Mieſſiah and compleat Introduction of the Goſpel finiſhed 
that Scheme of Things: Nor is there any new National Church 
brought into the room of it in the New Teſtament, The Scri- 
Pture ſpeaks either of the Univerſal Church which is the Body of 
Chriſt, Eph. 1. 23. or of Particular Churches, at Rome, at Co- 
rinth, &: and theſe were generally ſo many ( hriſtians as agreed 
for Social Worthip to come together in one Place, 1 Cor. 11. 20. 
It follows therefore that Separation from a National Church which 
the New Teſtament knows not can never be the Schiſm which 
the Scripture warns us againſt. | Do 

Mr. Hales a very noted Writer of the Church of England in 
his famous Tra& of Schiſm declares thoſe to be &i mat ichs who 
make Diviſions in a particular Church by impoling things that 
are ſinful or unneceſſary, as well as thoſe that contend and ſeparate 
for meer Trifles ; and therefore in many Caſes he charges both - 
Parties with the guilt of Schiſm But where the Separation is 
neceſſary and juſtifiable, there the Impoſers only are the Schiſ-. 
maticks in his Senſe, tho' they ſhould be much the Superior 
Party both in Number and Power. | 
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After all, I add that I have read and conſidered the ſeveral 
Texts in the New Teſtament in which Schiſm is mentioned, 
and don't remember ſo much as one which ſays, that a bare 
Separation from 4 particular Church, is Schiſm, but Uncharitable- 
neſs is plainly pointed at as the diſcriminating Badge of Schiſ» 
maticks *, and in this lies the proper 1 of the Sin we 
are ſpeaking of, T his Uacharitabienſe (if I know any thing of 
my own Heart) is what I can't charge my ſelf with. Indeed 1 
cant, in every Particular, fall in with your Sentiments, nei- 
ther can apprehend it my Duty, as Things are at preſent cir- 
cumſtantiated, to worſhip God in your Way: but I heartily 
love thoſe of the Eſtabliſhment, and have a ſincere Affection for 
all Chriſt's Followers: I greatly value thoſe Miniſters of the 
Church, who are faithful in their Work, and live up to their 
Character. I rejoice in the Succeſs of their Labours, and ear- 
neſtly wiſh thoſe Things out of the way which occaſion our 
Separation, God is my Witneſs that | efteem ſober, conſci- 
entious Conformiſts as highly as any of our own Society, am 
ready to do any Chriſtian Offices for them, and defire and en- 
deavour to live peaceably with them and all Mankind. IF after 
all this, you will avow the Charge of Shiſm againſt me, you 
muſt either aſſert, that there may be Schiſm where there is no 
Uncharitableneſs, which is a Contradiction to the Scripture No- 
tion of it; or elſe that I am ancharitable notwithſtanding all my 
Proteſtarions to the contrary, by which you ſet up for a Fudge 
of my Hart, and ſo uſurp God's Prerogative, which I believe 
you have too much Humility to do. 

As to our being «© from the Body of Chriſt, it is what 
the beſt Men of your Charch dare not think nor ſay of us; M 
and the Opinion of others is not much to be regarded. If you 
pleaſe to conſult rhe Scriptures, you will find that all 2% are 
by Faith united tu ihe Lord Fe s Chriſt, are living and rea] Mem- 
bers of his Body a/tical : Or (in plainer Words) that all ſin— 
cere Chriftians, however they may differ in their Opinions and 
Modes of Worſhip, are of the Catholick Church, which is cal- 
led CLri/?'s Bidy. IF you will therefore ſay, that all who diſſent 
from the Church of Erfland, are cut off from the Body of Chriſt, 
the Conſfequerce of this uncharitable Principle is, either that 
Perſons may be true Chriſtians, and not be Members of Chriſt's 
myſtical Body, which is an ſ1con/itency 5 or that no Diſſenter can 
be a rue Chriſtian, which I think few Mens Conſciences will 
ſuffer them to aflirm. | | 6 

Con. God forbid 1 fliould be ſo wcharitable as to think or ſay, 
that a Diſſentir can't be a Chriſ/ian, But is it not great Pity that 
we don't all of us ſerve God the ſame Way? For my Part, I 
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don't ſee how the Unity of che Church can be maintained, 
without a Uniformity in Worſhip. | 

Non, You think it's Pity, that we don't all of us ſerve God 
the ſame Way. But can you ſuppoſe this is to be expected in 
the preſent State of things? The Make of Mens Minds, you 
know, is very different, we don't ſee Things in the fame I ight, 
neither are our Underſtandings all of the fame Size; fo that 
you may as well hope to have all Mens Faces alike, as their 
Sentiments. But] do not ſee how the Unity of the Church is 
concerned in this. Church-Unity (as far as i have any Notion 
of it) conſiſts in Chriſtian's being united by Faith to Chrift their 
Head, and in a ſincere and cordial Love to one another. Or, (ac: 
cording to Dr. Whitby ) in their having the ſame Spirit of Chriſt 
communicated to them ; which undoubtedly they may have, 
tho they differ in their Opinions and Modes of Worſhip, | 
had no need to tell you, thar your Cathedral Devorion is ma- 
naged in a quite different Manner from that of the Pariſh- 
Charches ; that many of your own Canons are diſuſed, not only 
by the Laity but by the Clergy too, notwithſtanding the ſol: mm 
Obligation they are under to act in Conformity ro them ; that 
ſome of the very Doclrinal Articles of the Church are flatly de- 
ny'd and preach'd againſt by many of your moſt celebrated Mi- 
niſters, after a deliberate Subſcription of them ; and that the E- 
piſcopal Clergy and their Hearers in Nor h Britain, are $'paratiſt's 


* 


from the Eſfabliſhed Church there, and yet you dont think that 


Church- Tnity is broken on any of thete accounts: And why | 


ſhould Diſſenters who hold the ſame Articles of Faith vou do, 
and differ from you only in the Circumſtantials of Religion, 
be thonght ſo criminal? Beſides, if the Unity of the Church te 
as you fay, at ſtake, Why are not thoſe Things removed which 
(though we reckon ff you your ſelves acknowledge to be 
but indifferent ? Let the rigid Inpuſers of waneceſſary and unlan ful 
Terms of Communion c'ear themſelves if they are able. Men 
may talk as long as they will of Church Unity, and Gifcover all 
the Warmth imaginable in the Defence of it, if at the fame 
time they obſtinarely refuſe to part with a Ciremony for it's fake, 
Standers by will conclude (and with very good Reaſon that 
they have it not as much at Heart as they would make the 
World believe they have. | | 
Con. Now you have mentioned the various Opinions and 
Pratiſes in our National Charch, | would have you remember 
the many Differences which there are amongſt your ſelves. | 
am told, ſome of your Miniſters don't ufe the Lord's Prayer, nor 
think Laying on of Hands neceſſary in Ordination; fore of you 
Pray twice in Bleſſing the Bread and Wine at the Lord's Sper, 
and ſome but once; ſome of you do not Bap:1ze your Children 
at all, Cc. So that you are called by ſeveral Names, as Pre. 
8 buy ian, 


44 Lavy-NoxncoNroORMITY: juſtified. 
byterians, Independants, and Anabaptiſfs. See the Conſequences | 
of departing from the Eſtabliſhment. 1 

Non. While there is ſuch an Imperfection in our knowledge, 
there will be ſome Difference in judgment among the beſt of 
Men. But I would have you conſider (in Anſwer to what 
you have ſuggeſted) that all of us profeſs to Walk as near as 
we can to the Word of God, tho' in ſome few particulars we 
differ as to the Senſe of it. We all diſclaim the Mixture of 
humane Ceremonies and Inventions of Men in the Worſhip 
of God, which the Eſtabliſh'd Church vindicates and requires 
in her 20th Article, and in her conſtant Practice. We declare 
againſt Impoſing more on the Members of our Societies, than 
what we think the Scripture makes neceſſary ; and reckon it 
all the reaſon in the World that every Chriſtian ſhould freely 
join himſelf to that Congregation, which he believes in his 
Conſcience, comes bene the Scripture Rule; it being the 
very Principle on which the f Separation from Rome 
is built, that every Man ought to have his private Judgment of 
Diſcretion in Matters that concern his Salvation; we encourage 

Occaſional Communion with each other, when Providence in- 
vites us to it, and own each other for true Churches of Chriſt. 
So that there is a bleſſed Charity and Union among us without 
an exact Uniformity. To all which I add, that notwithſtanding 
all our Differences, we unanimouſly agree in mainteining our 
Chriſtian Liberty, and the Purity of God's Worſhip and Or- 
dinances; and the things which J have mentioned as offenſive 
in the Church of Eyglaud, are oppoſed by us all, and reckoned 
ſuch Grievances as will juſtiſy our Separation from your Na- 
tional and Eſtabliſhed Church. 5 

Con. But methinks in Compliance with the Law, you ſhould 
join with the Eſtabliſnment, Obedience to Rulers, being as 
much a Chriſtian's Duty as any one thing in the New Tefta- 
ment. | CIT | 

Non. We are as much for Obedience to our Rulers, as any of 
our Brethren, knowing that our holy ard excellent Religion 
teaches us to be ſo. As to the Power of Civil Governors, 
whether ir extends to Matters purely conſcientious, and which 

the Good of the State is no ways concermd in; it is what I 
don't for rhe preſent pretend to determine; neither have I any 
Occaſion to put the Queſtion (tho if 1 did it would be eaſy to 
give an Anſwer to it) Whether if J ſhould be requir'd at any 
time to do that which I believe would be ſinful, 1 ought to o- 
bey God or Man. At preſent there is no Law which requires 
our Conforwity to the Church of England, the Att of Toleration 
(which we are very thankful for, and fome ſo much envy us) 
having granted us a Liberty of worſhipping God according to 
the Dictates of our own Conſciences ; fo that we dont 

the 


the- leaſt offend againſt the Legiſlature by our Nonconfor- 


mity. | | 

Con. After all, you are Diſturbers of the Publick Peace, and 
| ſhew your ſelves Enemies to the Tranquillity of the Nation, 
by ſeparating from us. Remember the laſt Civil War, 

Non. What the old Calumny over again | I aſſure you, Sir, 
this is a charge I did not in the leaſt expect, eſpecially ar ſuch 
a time as this. I know it has been the cry for ſeveral Years, 
that the Presbyterians are Rebels, King- killers, &c, that they 
were the Occaſion of the Civil War in the time of Charles. the 
Firſt, brought that Prince to the fatal Block, and involved the 
Nation in thoſe Confuſions and Miſeries which it groaned under 
during that Rebellion, But methinks when the Falthood of theſe 
Accuſations has been fo abundantly manifeſted, and it has been 
made appear ſo lately (even from my Lord Clarendon himſelf, 
as well as other Hiſtorians) by a very judicious. Writer and Re- 
verend Miniſter of ours *, that the unhappy War you reproach 

us with, began upon a Civil, not a Religious acconnt, that thoſe 
who firſt engaged in the Parliament Quarrel, were Perſons well. 
pleaſed with V. ps and Liturgy, that the Presbyterians oppoſed 
King Charles's Death, and in a Printed Paper, ſubſcribed” by 
many Miniſters Names, proteſted againſt that barbarous Act, Cc. 
it's ſurprizing that any ſhould have Confidence enough to re- 
new ſuch a Charge againſt us, and I the more wonder at it when 
I conſider that they have Courage enough to do it »ow. Pray, 
Sir, deſire your Conforming Brethren, to lay their Hands upon 
their Mouths, and to be filent on this Head. Did you ever 
hear that thoſe who were concerned in the horrid Deſign of 
Aſſaſſinating the late glorious King William were Diſſenters, or 
that any among us have been endeavouring to defeat the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion, which under God, is our only Security? Of 
all thoſe who have been Try'd in our ſeveral Courts of Fudicature 
for promoting Kiots and Tumults, Demoliſhing Mecting- Houſes, 

Curſing King Bape and his Adminiſtration, Drinking the Pre- 
tender s Health, Inliſting Men for his Service, and providing 
Arms for the bringing him in, can you mention one that be- 
longed to a Diſſenting Congregation * Were the Oxford KRioters, 
the Priſoners taken at Preſton, or thoſe who have ſince continued 
in Arms againſt the preſent Excellent Government, Presbyteri-, 
ans? No. But Fourteen of my Lords the Biſhops have told you 
that ſome who have valued themſelves, and been loo much valued 
by others for a pretended Zeal for the Church, have joined nith 
Papiſts in theſe wicked Attempts t, and ſeveral Men in Holy Or- 
ders, Miniſters of the Chureh of England, and who bad abjured 
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the Pretender, have been prevailed on, and procured, to Ac- 
company, Countenance, and Abet the ſaid moſt Trayterons Enter- 
prize, and to pray for the ſaid Pretender in the Publick Churches 
4 King of theſe Realms x. To which I add, that ſeveral of the 
Rebels who have been brought to Juſtice, and puniſhed according 
ta their Deſerts, have declared in their laſt Moments that they 
died in the Communion of the Church of England. | | 
Cn. Come good Sir, no more of that; I am heartily ſorry 

that any who pretend to be urch men ſhould be engaged in 
fo wicked a Deſign ; and thereby bring ſuch a Reproach on their 
Holy Mother, who looks upon it as her Glory that the teaches 
all her Sons a» unlimited Obedience to thoſe who are ſet over them. 
But you muſt not reflect on all, for the Undutifulneſs of a Few, 
Non. Sir, Yau Miſapprehend me. I am ſenſible nothing 
ean be more ungenerous than to refle& on any Body of Men on 
account of the bad Principles, and wicked Practiſes of ſome of 
their Number, There's no Queſtion to be made, but that all 
the moderate and be (and I hope the greateſt) part of the Charch 
of England are Loyal to King George, and utter Enemies to Po— 
pery and Arbiirary Poner, tho (as the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons have obſerved in their late incomparable Addreſs) 
ſame profefling an unlimited Obedience, have ſtirred up a Rebellion 
again ſi his Majeſty, But when you talk of Diilenters diſturbing 
rhe publick Peace, you could not but expect to hear how many 
among your ſelves (to their Everlaſting Reproach be it ſpoken) 
are 4ngrateful Rebels, and have done their utmoſt to involve 
rheir een in Blood and Confuſion; while thoſe Proteſtant 
Diſſenters they are ſo forward to abuſe, have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by a ſteady and unthaken Loyalty to the beſt of Kings, 
and are ready to ſacrifice all that's dear to them in defence of 
his ſacred Perſon and Government, againſt the Pretender and all 
his Adherents. 7 | | 
Con. Methinks you are very warm; but J muſt confeſs I carve 
tell how to blame you. As to what you have offered, it {hill 
be conſidered as ſoon as I have a little Leiſure ; and perhaps 
ſame other time you may have the reſult of my ſecond Thoughts, 
But I muſt be going. God be with you. | | 

Non. And with you, Sir, I thank you for your Company, 


and wiſh you a good walk Home. | 
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